God And The Cross – God Is Not A Blood-Thirsty, Child-Killer
For the Apostle Paul the Christian faith was futile if Christ did not raise from the dead (I Cor. 15:12-19). What is unique about the Christian faith is that it is based on a past historical event, not the chance of a future event. If one can prove that the resurrection did not take place, than the Christian faith is based on a lie and God and Jesus cannot be trusted. Obviously, the other significant event supporting the Christian faith is Jesus' death on the Cross. Why did God find it necessary to send His Son to die on the Cross? Is the main reason Jesus died on the Cross was so that God doesn't have to send us to Hell? Threatening people with Hell does not engage them in the relationship God has always wanted with them. A true friendship cannot develop under such a grave threat. Hell can stir instant commitments but it does not breed long-term change as a result of a relationship. When we respond to God to escape Hell, do I love myself or God?  

 

Why when we talk about the Cross do we always start with how angry God is? How does one reconcile passages that seemingly speak of the Cross in legalistic terms while others passages speak of the Cross in more relational terms? The Cross is not a revelation of God's revenge but compassion. Jesus did not die to change God's attitude toward us but our attitude toward God. God was not focused on our sins but the power of sin over us. The purpose of the Cross was not to pay some penalty but provoke repentance for our betterment. God was not concern with the guilt of our sins but the restoration of the relationship. God does not need to be reconciled to us but we need to be reconciled to God. God did not have to be appeased and His Honor restored before He could love us. 

 

No single biblical passage indicates that we must interpret the Cross in legalistic terms as if God needed to be satisfied before He could love or accept us. Repentance is necessary in hopes of change, but God for some reason chose Jesus’ gruesome crucifixion than simply forgiving our confessions. The Bible is not explicit about a theory of atonement such as Jesus' death was for influential reasons or substitution reasons - God demanded death as a penalty for our sins to appease His sense of justice and as a way to escape hell. I am not denying Jesus' death did not in some ways substitute for the consequences we deserve as a result of our self-centeredness, but I believe the Cross is so much more about God's love than His wrath and how we can have victory over sin. 

 

Many Christians feel strongly about their theory of atonement and sometimes throw around the 'heresy" word when different opinions are expressed. I discuss below a few passages that are often quoted to defend the legalistic view of the atonement. I believe these passages are often implied to mean more than they are saying. The truth is any verse or passage in isolation can be used to defend one's point of view, but the Bible as a whole suggests Jesus' death was so much more about God's love than wrath. God's wrath has always been toward those who continually ignore his merciful pleads to change for the good of all. God warns and punishes if necessary, but He is always hoping people will change instead. Without repentance punishment sometimes became necessary for both justice for the victims and hopes of change for future generations.  God seeks a relationship so we might grow toward loving others as we wished to be loved.

  

I John 4: 10 says: "This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins." This passage is frequently referenced and elaborated on to defend that God sent His Son to bear our guilt and die for our sin to fully satisfy His justice and redeem sinners. Actually, this passage speaks a great deal about "God is love" and He proved that by sending his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. This passage does not say Jesus death was solely or even to satisfy God's justice. This passage does not say there are certain demands for God's righteousness to be met. Of course sin is repulsive to God. Of course sin requires some response from the sinner and God. But, this passage is about God's love and ours. "...Those who love God must also love one another." (4:21) The Cross in this passage does not seem to be about satisfying God's sense of justice but instead assuring us of God's love which will lead to loving others. 
Romans 3:25 says: "God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood - to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished."  One should not surmise justice was necessary just for God. It is true that God as perfect can become somewhat of an accessory to sin if He does not separate Himself from it. To look the other way while crimes are being committed is not acceptable by God or humans. We are still guilty, though not directly, for not taking action. The Cross demonstrates that sins must be accounted for. The Cross visibly demonstrates that there are consequences of sin. The Cross demonstrates the seriousness of rebellion against God. We not only hurt God but we hurt ourselves and others when we rebel against God's ways. The Cross and Jesus' death demonstrates how importance it is to recognize sin for what it is and to change.  The Cross is so much more than appeasing God's sense of justice and protecting His character. God seeks both for our sake, not just His sake. 

 

I Tim 2:5-6 says: "For there is one God and one mediator between God and human beings, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself as a ransom for all people...” The passage does not explicitly say the ransom was just to appease God. The ransom was necessary much more for us. Was Jesus' death necessary? The Bible says God delights more in a broken and contrite heart than sacrifice. (Ps 51:16-17) Surely, the sacrificial system of the OT was meant to lead us to repent, to understand the seriousness and pain of sin upon ourselves, others, and God. The Cross was not a necessary sacrifice so God could feel justified in saving us; the real challenge is how to save us from ourselves. Jesus came as a suffering servant rather than a ruling King. God defeated his enemies by turning his cheek and accepting the world’s problems inflicting upon Him. Jesus didn’t have to persuade God from stop being angry and start forgiving. Jesus didn’t die just so God could love us. Jesus’ death was to persuade us, to bring us to God.  Jesus died not to change God’s attitude but our attitude toward God. We must view sin as God does. By God suffering as a human through Christ, He gained moral authority and credibility with humans in overcoming evil that He did not have before. The Cross is a revelation of God’s compassion, not an instrument of God’s revenge. The purpose of judgment is to provoke repentance, not to just pay some penalty. 

 

Only the first part of Isaiah 53:5 is often quoted which says: "But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities.”  Why was Jesus sacrificed for our sins? The verse goes on to say: "the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed."  Jesus' wounds heal us, not God. The Cross is so much more about our healing than God's. Jesus' death can enables us to serve others through God with a clear conscience despite our sins. (Heb 9:14) God does not relate to us through Christ for His benefit as if He can’t stand us. Are we better than God? Can we not stand our children if they mess up? Is it really God or us that need the Cross?  The Cross enables us to feel forgiveness. We need to know when God sees us, He sees us as if Christ. We need to assess ourselves from God’s perspective, so that we can know He can stand our presence. We need to know our sins are nailed to the Cross! 

Forgiveness is never free. Sacrifice is always required from the innocent party.  The Cross teaches us there is always a price that must be paid for self-centeredness. God forgives so that we might forgive.  Mark 10:45 says Jesus gave his life as a ransom, but the stated purpose was not to be served but to serve. God desires to save us from ourselves and the path of destruction we are headed toward, until we turn to God and His ways. "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him” (Jn. 3:17). God's concern is to condemn the sin, not the sinner (Rom. 8:3). God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through Christ (I Thes. 5: 9).  If the Cross is about appeasement, why does Jesus exhort to take up the Cross daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23)? The Cross is not just something Jesus did to appease God. Christ, by following the path of the Cross to love and influence others toward God, is someone we can all follow in His footsteps. 

Do we really think the Bible as a whole portrays God as an angry, wrathful God who must be appeased, that His Honor must be restored through the Cross before He can love us? The Cross demonstrates God's compassion not anger. God is not obsessed with the guilt of our sins but with changing the world. God desired the most a restored relationship, not a legal settlement. The only hope for real change in our world is through personal relationships with our Creator.  God does not need to be reconciled to us; we need to be reconciled to God. Make no mistake that sin destroys and requires a response. Jesus gave His life as a ransom (Mt. 20:28) to speak out against sin. Sin has its own punishment. There are very real consequences of sin both to sinners and those we harm.  God determined the Cross was the best way to stop our self-destruction and destruction of others. In an attempt to change the world and turn as many people as possible from evil while still allowing the freedom to choose, God sacrificed His Son. God offered His Son in hopes of changing the world. What better way for God to persuade us toward what is best than to offer their own life? A demonstration of love, not words, moves others to change. The Cross is the undeniable proof that God loves us more than we can ever imagine. 

 

An appeasement-based view of the Cross keeps us from understanding the purpose of the Cross was to lead us toward trusting God.  Our restored intimacy with God can break the power of evil over us so we might live for righteousness.   A friendship with God empowers us to say no to sin. Righteousness doesn’t lead to a relationship; a relationship leads to righteousness. Fear leads to temporary change, not lifelong transformation. Falling in love with God can empower us to be the kind of person we truly desire to be. We will never conquer sin until we trust God as Jesus did on the Cross. At the Cross God's main focus was not on our sins but the power of sin over us. Punishment doesn’t break the power of sin. Punishment doesn't prevent us from finding a better way to hide it next time. The Cross was not primarily about exacting punishment; it was about prevailing over sin’s power. Jesus in human form faced all the temptations we do. He showed depending on God exclusively can break the power of sin. Something happened on the Cross that was meant to change us forever. The Cross demonstrates God tremendous love for us and what He will do to have a relationship with us. People were expecting a ruling King but the Israelites proved having only leads to wanting more. God knew the only way to really influence people was to come as a suffering servant. The Cross demonstrates the length to which God will go to love us and encourage change. Jesus' death was for us, not God. The Cross was meant to guide and lead people to an understanding and knowledge of a better way than the current path we are on. Falling in love in God leads and motivates us to love others as we wish to be loved. 
*POST WRITTEN 10-21-10 BELOW

Why Did Jesus Really Die On the Cross?

I have never quite understood why God needed to be appeased by a human sacrifice, especially His own Son! This was the way of the Old Testament gods. Can God only love me fully after sacrificing His Son to satisfy His sense of justice and soothe His anger? Is the emphasis of Scriptures on God's wrath toward us or His love for us? Does God hate the sinner or the sin? Was the Cross God's attempt to persuade us to follow His Son's example to trust God to overcome the power of sin in our lives or was the Cross  mainly for substitution reasons - God demanded death as a penalty for our  sins to appease His sense of justice and as a way to escape Hell? Any biblical passage in isolation can be used to defend either point of view. I am not denying Jesus' death in some ways substituted for the consequences we deserve as a result of our self-centeredness, but the Cross is so much more about God's love than His wrath and how we can have victory over sin.

 

The Cross is not a revelation of God's revenge but His compassion. The Cross is not to change God's attitude toward us but our attitude toward God.  The Cross was not to pay some penalty but to provoke repentance for our gain. God is not concern with the guilt of our sins but with the restoration of the relationship. God does not need to be reconciled to us; we need to be reconciled to God.  God's focus was on the power of sin over us, not our sins. God did not need to be appeased and His Honor restored before He could love us. 

· The Cross is an invitation to a friendship with the Creator and not mainly to escape Hell

· The Cross visibly demonstrates the consequences of sin, as forgiveness is never without a cost, and how it leads to a path of destruction

· The Cross displays God's wrath not to hurt or justify but against sin that controls us

· The Cross gives God moral authority and credibility with humans, for God knew that He must go to  incredible lengths to convince us 

· The Cross is the undeniable proof that God loves us more than we can imagine and hopefully moves us to  love others as God loves us

· The Cross is an act of a loving God, not an act of appeasement from an angry God, so we might feel free from guilt and have our longing for forgiveness satisfied

· The Cross enables us to know God sees us as Christ, as our sins are nailed to the Cross,  so we can be comfortable in His presence

· The Cross expresses God desires not for a legal settlement of our guilt but  for a restored, personal  relationship

· The Cross encourages us to enter a relationship with God which is our only hope to break the power of evil over us

· The Cross demonstrates that we must trust God, as Jesus did, than believe in Satan's lie as Adam and Eve did

· The Cross was Jesus' attempt to influence us to follow in His footsteps to trust in God, than our own wisdom, to save ourselves 

· The Cross was because God loved us and not so He could love us

· The Cross was not to satisfy some need in God at the expense of His Son but to satisfy a need in us at His expense

· The Cross was not God's desire for vengeance but reconciliation,  so we might turn from ways of harming ourselves and others

· The Cross was not God's abandon of Jesus but Jesus feeling the full force of sin as we might in dark moments - "God, why have you forsaken me"
