God Is Not A Mystery – Knowing God And His Will
Many accept the explanation that God’s ways are mysterious when teachings are incompatible with peoples’ idea of a loving God. Others may desire answers to understand God better. I am positively obsessed with the idea that some people may be more open or intimate with God if they could better understand certain aspects of God that initially cause confusion. The Bible at least doesn’t seem to claim that God’s character or His ways are a mystery and incomprehensible to the human mind. 

The Old Testament doesn’t make specific mention of “mysterious” as it relates to God. Deuteronomy 29:29 says: “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us…”  The secrets things were unrevealed things, not mysteries. How was God going to bless all nations through Israel despite their rebelliousness? God raised a Savior from Israel to bless all. Isaiah 55:8-9 says about God: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways…” God isn’t suggesting we can’t understand Him. God exhorts us to forsake our wicked ways and thoughts and turn to God’s higher, righteous ways and thoughts so God can have mercy and forgive us (v.7). 

The word mystery or mysteries is referenced about 27 times in the New Testament. There are two themes involved. Jesus’ teachings were not purposely hidden but rejected and not pursued.  Jesus did not prefer to speak in parables, but sometimes it is better to not speak the truth in a straightforward manner. When King David didn’t listen to God, God sent Nathan to confront in a form of a parable. Mark 4: 11-12 doesn’t suggest Jesus keep secrets: “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables so that, they may be every seeing but never perceiving…” Jesus isn’t playing favorites who can hear or not hear: “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear” (verse 9). God’s direct message is only perplexing often to one’s heart not the mind. Truths of the faith are obtainable (I Tim 3:9).  

The mystery of Christ is a second theme in the NT. God’s plan to bless all through Israel by way of Christ wasn’t fully revealed until NT times. Paul says: “My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that  they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2: 3-4). The mystery isn’t how God elects only some individuals before Creation to believe in Him and exclude others. Ephesians 1:4 says God “chose us in Him before the creation of the world to holy and blameless in His sight.” God’s predestination act is choosing Christ as the Savior for all who desire God’s gift (v.5). Ephesians 1:11 repeats again we are chosen through Christ. How is one chosen through Christ?  “When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit” (v. 13). God’s promise to Israel and all is now fully revealed.
The ultimate mystery for some is how God and suffering can co-exist. Much of suffering is either self-inflicted or inflicted by others such as wars, crimes, and injustices resulting from evil choices make by cruel and lawless people. Job doesn’t teach God is a mystery and cannot be understood by mere mortals. Did Job begin to assume God didn’t care by allowing his suffering?  God didn’t answer Jesus’ request either to intervene with His undeserved suffering. God will go to great lengths to win others over while preserving freedom. God desires to turn as many people from evil as possible. Jesus’ suffering and our suffering may be the only way to lead us and others to our Creator’s unconditional and unbelievable love. It is not necessarily true that if God instantly stopped all suffering, whether from personal or natural evil, I or the world would be better off in the long-run. 
We Can Know God’s Will For Our Life

The single more important question for me when I was a young Christian was "What was God's will for me?" Who should I marry, and what career did God wish me to pursue. When you are in love with God, your greatest desire is to know what decision He would have you make in present and future circumstances. Most would admit they have never heard the voice of God or experienced His physical presence in anyway. This is certainly my experience, but this no more indicates lack of faith than lack of health or richness suggests unfaithfulness. Since God does not speak audible to us, it would be natural for many Christians to worry about what God's will is for their life. 

 

I believe the single greatest reason for confusion in this matter is the belief that God's foreknowledge includes knowing the future, thus making the future predetermined.  Others would argue that genuine human freedom means the future cannot be predetermined. Those who are convinced that the future is predetermined might assume there is only one choice or path to take in order to do God’s will. Even if one believes God has in mind several choices you could make, they are still left with the dilemma of knowing God’s predetermined future. If the future is fixed as opposed to open, one may worry they need God to advise exactly what to do or they may not be in His will. When God doesn’t give us clear direction, then confusion, anger, or other emotions surface and intimacy with the Creator is affected.  

 

The assumption that the future is fixed and can be known, thus divine foreknowledge includes knowing the future, may not be biblical. The Bible speaks of God as grieving and relenting. (Genesis 6:5-6, Jeremiah 26:1-3) Scriptures indicate that God appreciates and responds to the events in our lives as they happen. These descriptions do not indicate a God who knows ahead of time the decisions people will make. Otherwise, some may say God is just putting on an emotional act when “grieving” or “relenting,” having known all along what would happen. God interacts with a world where there is genuine creaturely freedom. People are free to love or not love, free to make choices in their future. 
God can still be omniscient (all knowing) and not know the future, if the future is not knowable. Then, we would no longer need to argue God knows the unknowable to protect His character. He is superior to humans in knowing all the possibilities of decisions that can be made by others and what He will do. God is everywhere in the universe at the same time, so His knowledge is unimaginably extensive. With God’s omniscience (complete knowledge) and His omnipotence (unlimited power, authority, influence), one can imagine how God does not loss control though the future is open. This is what makes Him God. There is not one script one must follow. As the future is open, many godly paths can be chosen while still remaining entirely within God's will. One need not fret that only one godly choice exists. On the contrary, we can make anyone of several choices and still be in God’s will. 

 

It may be too much for the reader to accept that an all-powerful God does not know the future before it happens. At least, if it is argued God knows what is going to happen in the future ahead of time, this doesn't mean God has predetermined our future choices and a specific script for individuals. The Bible never speaks of following an individual, specific will but God’s moral will. Proverbs 3:5-6 says trust in God, lean not on our own understanding, acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. This passage suggests following God’s moral will, mentioned throughout Proverbs and the Bible, will put one on the right path from the Creator’s viewpoint. 
Regarding such a major decision as marriage, the Bible only suggests a believer not marry an unbeliever for practical reasons (2 Corinthians 6:14-16). Otherwise, which God will the children follow? The Bible never suggests there is only one man a woman must discover to marry to be in God’s will. Paul advises a widow “But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord” (I Corinthians 7:39b). In fact, in 1 Corinthians 7 Paul suggests individuals must make a wise decision about whether to marry based on their circumstances at that time. Paul does not condemn whichever choice is made. 
In the Bible God at times spoke audibly His will if necessary. One may feel strongly that they have had a vision, dream, or audible voice from God, but one should not feel left out if God hasn’t communicated to them in this way. Many godly men and women do not claim such a privilege, but seem no less intimate with God. God’s audible voice was not even the norm in the Bible. God certainly spoke and guided more often earlier in history, but seemingly less often during Jesus’ time and thereafter. Perhaps God did not need to speak as often for revelation from God had been recorded over the generations. In II Timothy 3: 16-17 Paul says: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that all God’s people may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  Paul is referring to the Older Testament, for the New Testament had not been written down in its entirety when Paul spoke these words. For those who have a Bible, we have all the guidance we need.  

 

When God did speak, there seem to be a significant reason for Him to do so. God communicated to Moses through a burning bush to rescue the Israelites from the hands of the Egyptians, but God did not speak to Moses concerning all decisions he had to make daily. God apparently had given Moses a mind and an internal, moral compass to make such decisions. You won’t be guessing if God is speaking to you. Paul heard Jesus’ voice on the road to Damascus. “But the Lord said to Ananias, Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name” (Acts 9:15-16). Even those who suggest God continues to speak to us today do not claim God always speaks to us in every situation, thus we are still left with the dilemma of determining God’s will in many decisions we must make. There are countless instances in the Bible of decisions being made without being directly advised by God. God in the Bible never holds a person accountable for not doing His will when not directly advised by God. 

 

Some of us may think it would just be easier if God told us what to do. This may not always be the case. Would our earthly parents telling us what to do make life any easier? Isn’t it true sometimes when we just blurt out “just tell me what to do” and when our parents do so, we still may have a hard time following their advice. The Bible gives us evidence that when God is more direct and visible, even audible, life is not necessarily easier. The Israelites witnessed the ten plagues of Egypt, the Red Sea part, they drank water from a rock, and they digested the miracle of manna in their bellies. These same people, by the time Moses descended from the mountain after receiving the Ten Commandments from God, were dancing like heathens worshipping a golden calf. God’s directness doesn’t always produce the desired effect we think.   

 

Sometimes we think or plead with God silently that if only He would show us a sign, we would obey. Asking God to be direct may be asking God to do something He purposely doesn’t think necessary. Also, maybe God does not require we only consider one mate, one job, etc. Do we really thing God can’t be in control if we aren’t all doing exactly what He has supposedly preplanned us to do in all our decisions. Can God not be in control if we don’t travel one specific path in living for Him? God apparently thought freedom was important enough that every future decision did not need to be preplanned, that there did not have to be one predetermined direction we must take. There can be many avenues we can travel to accomplish God’s will in our lives. The desire to serve God in all we do, loving others as He has loved us, can be accomplished whatever path we may go down due to our gifts, circumstances, or desires. The Bible does not indicate clearly God’s only has one will in our life in all the minor and major decisions we must make in our lifetime.

 
God’s plan is not a detailed blueprint but a general one for us to be set free to love. Just because God doesn’t have a specific career or mate for you doesn’t mean He loves you any less or you are any less valuable to Him. I don’t love my children less because I don’t have a specific career in mind for them. In fact, it may be more loving to be less controlling. We are uniquely gifted both from our Creator as well as from social and other experiences growing up. I have always had a passion to see marriages and families be all God intended, even as an adolescent boy. It makes sense I ended up in the counseling profession. My career though could have taken many directions. I could have still served God working at the post office, or serving others by collecting their garbage. I have attempted to serve God through my marriage. This was better accomplished because I married a Christian woman so we could encourage one another in our relationship with God and raise our three children without any confusion what to believe. I could have still though been in God’s will if I never met Janet and married a different Christian woman, or not married at all. I can be in God’s will whether I have no children, three children, or nine children. 

How do we discover God’s will for our life? The good news is that our futures are not predetermined so we have to be looking for some bulls-eye. We already know God’s moral will. The question is whether we will obey and serve Him whatever paths we take. Regarding amoral decisions God is not keeping anything from us. God is not so limited that everyone must find the perfect job for them or somehow God’s will is thwarted. God accomplishes His will in whatever we do. We should consider our God given gifts, desires, and the wisdom of others to direct us. God has given us a tremendous amount of freedom. Sometimes, choices depend on the circumstances at the time. As long as we love God and attempt to follow the model His Son set, we can’t miss His will. A loving God will not fail to lead us to "a" right decision. We do not serve a God who keeps His desires hidden from His children.  God has empowered us to pursue the desires of our heart where we think we can make the greatest contribution to the world. 
Ask yourself and consult with others: what is the wisest path for me to choose at this time in my life based on past experience, current circumstances, and future aspirations? Attempt to accomplish great things for God and leave the outcome in His hands. It has been said God’s will is accomplished by “doing all the good we can, by all the means we can, in all the ways we can, in all the places we can, at all the times we can, to all the people we can, as long as we can.” Many “Godly” paths can be chosen while still remaining entirely within God’s will. You just can’t go wrong with a desire to love God to your fullest!
