Alison, Kate, and William:




                  Updated 12-30-07

[Okay, I admit I made some changes 5.14.18. I tried to not change too much to be true to what I thought as you were growing up. But, some of my views about God have changed – for the better I think. Now that I am 60 and you want to know what I think now, you can go to my website 😊 My belief in God hasn’t changed but how I discuss God with others when interested has changed.]
I have written you many letters over the years. When my life comes to an end here on earth, I want you to continue to remember the values I though so very important. I hope you will continue to pass these values to your children, should you have children, and their children. And what better way to do that than letters I have written you over the years, which started with the famous red notebook that you cherish! ( 

Even before you were born I dedicated myself to loving you and encouraging you to consider the blessings of an intimate relationship with God. You will have no regrets. I pray what I have written below will keep God, your mom, and me in your heart. I have failed God often but He never fails us.   

The first few letters are personal ones I have written over the years. I have written many personal letters or emails over the years, but below were the ones I saved. Then, there are letters about various matters I have written you over the years. I tried to speak about these matters as much as reasonable with you in daily living, but I wrote them down as well so you would never forget. Many of the letters were when you were young.  I wrote on subjects as drugs and protecting yourself against strangers, because they were appropriate at that time in your life. Many of these letters can be found in your Red Notebook. I might not quite say it now how I did when you were much younger, but I have avoided the temptation to change them as much as possible.  

As you became older I begin writing on issues concerning God’s true nature. Why is there suffering? Can we know God’s will for our life or does it keep it mysterious? Perhaps my thinking will change over time. As you know, I have written a book titled What God Is Really Like! I discuss subjects such as why I believe Hell is not everlasting fire so God is not a sadistic torturer, why I believe evil and suffering are present though God is in control, etc. I also hope one day to write books in the area of marriage and parenting. 

God forbid certain disputable images of God drive people to unbelief and despair. I believe God has answers to the deeper questions in life such as our purpose here on earth or if there is life after death. I believe once you get to know God, the way I have concluded the Bible describes His true nature, you will be totally satisfied. I believe it is important that parents passed down to their children and perhaps future generations what and why they believe. 

Below is the content page and then the letters follow from there. Alison, Kate, and William, you cannot understand just how much I love you. I pray you will follow Christ all the days of your life. I began such a journey with focus in college. I have had no regrets of such a commitment……………LOVE DAD
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Alison/Kate/William: Of course you can refer to my website on topics below such as:
Is God A Sexist
Is God A Sadistic Torturer (i.e. Hell)

Is God A Homophobe?
Is God A Blood-Thirsty Child Killer (i.e. Cross)
Dear Alison, Kate, and William

I have dedicated my life to earning your respect and the right to be listened to. Children will listen to their parents if parents have earned their children’s respect. I was taught right from wrong from my parents when growing up. These letters are my attempt to give you the same gift, only in tangible form so you can refer to such advise as often as you like. All of us need a moral compass to guide us in life. Along with topics such as sex, dating, drugs, I will share my ideas on how to have good relationships with your marriage partner and children should you choose to marry and have children. I love you and hope to be a person you will want to seek advise from. I think we all desire meaningful relationships with those older than us so we might learn from them and enjoy being in their company. 

If you were to listen to only one thing I had to say, I would hope you understand and experience how special a personal relationship with God and His son Jesus is. You will notice in advice I give you, God’s influence on my thinking. I am absolutely convinced God’s ways lead to happiness on this earth and eternal life. 

I happen to believe there is a Creator of human life and of the magnificent beauty we are surrounded by. It takes faith either to not believe or believe Someone was there in the beginning. I am convinced that Someone is God. Since I believe He is our Creator, I assume God might have some insight into what our needs are. Thus, I believe happiness is best obtained by knowing God’s ways. 

God’s way are not the world’s way as I understand the Bible. Therefore, all decisions I make take into consideration what God would advise. Since God created us with a great deal of freedom, He allows us to make our own decisions. Jesus when asked to summarize all His teachings advised “Love God and treat others life you want to be treated.” This statement alone has guided our family and can guide you in all your decisions for the future. Deciding to do that which is pleasing to God (love God) is in your best interests. Treating others like you want to be treated is in the best interests of others and make for a dynamic society to live in. As you will see in reading my thoughts on issues such as parenting, marriage, dating, sex, etc., God has influenced what I think and what advice I offer to you. 

More Alison, Kate, and William

There is so much for you to know growing up as a kid. Your mom and I have always sought to just be there for you, to be an involved parent from the day you were born to the day you leave to be on your own. It has been our intentions to purposely teach you along the way so you might best be prepared for life and those things ahead of you. The letters in this notebook address some of those concerns.  In our relationship with you and in the conversations we have had, we want you to know at least the following:

1. The value of having a personal relationship with God. 
2. The relationships you have will significantly shape you as a young person. This is why parents try to control who you are with earlier on. We humans are easily influenced by others, whether it is for good or bad. Young people don’t often initiate taking drugs on their own; it is through the encouragement of a friend. Some friend! You need to figure which friends to be close to and those people you can be kind to but protect yourself from. You will face temptation! Life is difficult enough as it is to be involved with those who have a negative influence on you. I would rather be alone and right then together and wrong.

3. When you are younger and as an adolescent, you must be both cautious and courageous. When younger, you must be a “streetwise kid.” There are a few sick adults out there who wish to do harm to you sexually. You must know how to respond in a situation where you are uncomfortable with an adult. You must know who to seek out for help if an adult says something to you that makes you feel weird. You must know how to respond if an adult attempts to touch you in any way that makes you feel uncomfortable. You must immediately go to an adult you trust to discuss the matter, regardless if any adults tells you not to. Young girls in particular must be cautious to not put themselves in vulnerable situations with boys and men. Certain types of flirtations are wrong and a set up for a disaster. No man has a right to touch or say anything to a women she does not desire. Sometimes if a man grabs you in an effort to hurt you or try to have sex, it is best to try to get away as soon as you can. This is a complicated subject that requires more personal conversation. Remember, there are only a few “idiots” out there, and it is good to think and have a plan ahead of time if every necessary to protect yourself. 

4. You must have a plan how to avoid temptations such as alcohol and other drugs if you are to be successful. To simply say “I would never do that” is not enough. Your father has treated many adolescent addicts who initially told him they said to themselves they would never use drugs. How did they end up violating this promise to themselves? You cannot hang around those who use or don’t have clear boundaries about what is right and wrong in this area for their lives. You must avoid being in situations that offer temptation for you. You must have a bold plan that if you end up somewhere where drugs are being offered, that you will leave the scene to avoid any possibility of use or guilt by association. Just do it!
5. You must have a plan when it comes to dating and sexual relationships. You can read about my thoughts in dating. I think serious dating is reserved for those who are considering marriage. I think friendships with many of those of the opposite sex can be a healthy thing. In some other counties there is no such thing as dating, and couples are assigned to one another who to marry by their parents. I have a friend who is very happy in this kind of arranged marriage. Your mom and dad will not be doing this of course, but seeking parental guidance along the way is a healthy thing. Dating relationships are often where sexual relationships happen. I have been real clear about God’s and thus your parents’ standards on this matter, God advises sexual relationships are purposely reserved for the marriage relationship. Because there are opportunities of children being born in an unstable home, of relationships developing artificial closeness when without such intimacy, the couple would have rightly broken up as the emotional relationship developed, of having guilt when sinning thus effecting your relationship with God and having it spill over into other aspects of our life, of the risks of sexually transmitted diseases, the list goes on. You must set your sights and goal to not have sex before marriage. To accomplish this goal, you must set clear boundaries in relationships before marriage and be held accountable by others to abide by them. Many fail and the forgiveness of God is always available for those who desire it, but the consequences and regrets of failures can still linger. It is so very important to make every effort to be successful in this area of our life by having a plan ahead of time.

6. There are certain things I think you can ponder ahead of time to make you more successful when that time comes. You will be more responsible with money if you start at an earlier age and get a plan once you have a lot of money to deal with. It helps to ponder ahead of time which professions you might choose and enjoy when you get older. You have to do some preparation ahead of time in terms of which schools to attend, what types of internships to pursue. Work is something you will spend a great deal of time doing when you are an adult. Purposeful planning as much as possible can be helpful. If you are thinking about marriage and parenting, you need to be proactive. What activities are necessary in finding a spouse as close your dreams that you have though about. If you are a Christian, you better only date and marry a Christian. This takes planning. Good parents don’t just happen. They prepare ahead of time how to be the very best parents they can. I think it is important to do some thing and study ahead of time regarding who God is. Is He like a Santa Claus – we pray and He just gives us what we want? Whey you truly understand God by studying the Scriptures, you will not be overly devastated when crises come your way, you will not blame God for all the bad things in your life, you will know how He can assist in giving “peace that passes all understanding.” A life pursuit of knowing and understanding God to the best of your ability prepares you best for this life and the life to come.

The letters I have written will touch on many things I have written above. I hope you will take time to read them over and over as you are growing up. It encourages the most important relationship you can have and that is with God. It talks about the importance of having positive relationships with others. The letters discuss the importance of living by certain values and how to avoid temptations so we have fewer regrets while growing up. The letters discuss future possibilities ahead of you – your profession, the possibility of marriage and parenthood. We have spent a lifetime attempting to teach you what you must know. These letters don’t contain all we have tried to do, but the letters do address many areas that we have attempted to prepare you for. A parent’s worst fear is they have left something out in the preparation of their children for adulthood. I think we have covered the bases.

Further Reflections On Relationships With Boys…written 9/29/02

Dear Alison and Kate, 

I wonder sometimes if I would be wiser to speak in person and not rely on letters often to convey my thoughts and feelings. Please know I am comfortable speaking in person, but I try to sense when this might not be your preferred method of communication. I worry that you have heard my message about relationships over the years as if I wish to be a killjoy, to keep you from something. I must admit a fear I have is being misunderstood because I did not express myself well enough.  

Unlike other topics, there is no class you can take on the subject of relationships like you can in math or history.  I am so passionate about relationships because I see the great joy or sadness they can bring. Also, I worry you may misunderstand what I am trying to teach so the more I speak, I hope the more clarification you may get. I know you understand the importance of a relationship with God. I am so grateful you both have such a relationship. Often, I long for you to see the future. You think God is someone special now. I promise it only gets better and better. You have learned God is not a killjoy. God only suggest what a true best friend would advise. You seem to understand the importance of treating your girlfriends the way you would want to be treated. You understand we may not like certain people in our lives, but it is not our right to gossip or spread false rumors. We all struggle to live this out of course. 

And I know you have heard me loud and clear about relationships with guys. I pray you truly understand my motives all these years. I am not a killjoy. I do not wish you to avoid relationships with guys because of some jealousy or possessiveness on my part. I do not wish you to avoid exclusive relationships with boys early in life so you will miss out on joy earlier in life. My motive in all I have said on relationships is so you might be better prepared to enjoy what your mom and I have had. I learned a great deal from God, but I longed for an audible voice.  I was fortunate to find my way, though I could have avoided some potholes along the way had someone been more of a mentor for me. 

I only want you to understand there is a time and place for exclusiveness. When one is thinking about entering a permanent relationship, this may be the time for exclusiveness. I have argued, and maybe lectured, that friendships are the best way to go until you are ready for this. Why the big deal about not being physical with boys. I am speaking of intimate kissing, touching, or sexual intercourse. God, remember the non-killjoy, suggests physicalness is most appropriate in marriage. I pray this makes sense to you now or will someday.  

There are plenty of reasons to avoid being physical in dating or in relationships. Being physical with one another creates a false sense of security and love. How many have been intimate with one another, shared how much they love one another, only to break up later? Being physical is only one aspect of the relationship. It causes you to not examine the other aspects. I can really explain this better in person than in writing. 

There is one other matter I don’t like writing about. I will be able to teach William because he is a boy but I don’t have control over other boys who may be attracted to you. You both are very attractive externally and internally. I would have loved to be your friend when I was your age. I don’t feel real secure that fathers are teaching their sons about relationships. Boys think a lot about the physicality of relationship. It is too complicated to explain how they may be more prone to this than girls the same age. All to say, you cannot expect the boy to guide the relationship, nor am I arguing it is their responsible. It is both yours. Don’t be naive. Don’t expect that you can flirt or be physical with guys and not have it lead to intercourse. But, No means No! Friendships with guys are most appropriate until you are ready for an exclusive relationship.

I know you know all the above. I don’t think I have caused damage to remind you of the above. I probably do worry you have misunderstand me over the years when it comes to the topic of relationships, but please know whatever God’s opinion is on the subject is good enough for me. You both will face temptation, but you at least know what is right and what is wise. I am grateful that at Wesleyan there seems to be less pressure on relationships then I sense at other schools. You have to remember I live in a world and speak to parents daily where boys and girls are extremely depressed, even suicidal, because of breakups in relationships. I am not fond of dating in general, but I must admit I don’t worry about it as much as I use to. You both have proven capable of making good decisions. I pray you both will make wise decisions

Don’t worry about your relationships and me in the future. I have always wanted what God wants for you. You can always talk with me and even convince me I am wrong, especially if you are coming from God’s viewpoint. I will always listen to your point of view. Remember this! There will never ever be anything you can do to make me stop loving you.  I will admit I am desperate just as I think God is desperate for a relationship with his children. If you will have me, I will be there for you. 

Love,  Dad

PS William, someday I will speak to you about the above. I know you can’t wait.
October 26, 2002     Alison, Kate, William – My Heroes!

Thank you for being my heroes! Honestly, there are no other younger people your age that I respect as much as you. I am not saying that just because I am your Dad. If I didn’t feel this way, I would just not write. Oh sure, we all have room for growth. But, if a parents were to ask me who I would suggest their children follow in the steps of, I would advise them to observe you three. This letter is as much for me as it for you. I don’t want to ever forget having the memories and feelings I have for you on this day and in the past.  I have had so much respect for you these past few years. Certain events really confirmed such feelings. Recently, we were in Orlando at Jennifer and Kevin’s wedding. I couldn’t help but sit back and admire how others looked at you and spoke about you. You all handled yourselves in such a respectful, confident matters. I wanted to shout out “I am the Dad!” I want the whole world to know you are my children. 

Yes, there are discipline issues but not for the most part. This frees us all to enjoy one another’s company. I love sitting down at dinner and talking and teasing with one another. I love getting off work and not having to travel so I can be home with my family. There is no greater high than watching you three compete in athletic endeavors. You handle yourself so well. You give the effort required, you will help someone knocked down to the floor or ground without hesitation. It doesn’t seem to occur to you to be unfair or rude in the heat of competition. 

You are my heroes. You bring so much to my life.  I think often of you even when you are not around. I can’t believe my dreams have come true. I dreamed of having children I would love being with, teaching, playing, just hanging. I had no idea that it would be this good though. When I see you in public after being away from you, I want to run and give you a kiss. I realize this isn’t always appropriate. For you it may appear to others you are still a baby and not your own person. I still want to though. I want to be seen with you. I want others to know we are together. I could be accused of being too prideful I guess, but isn’t God the same way with His children. When I see you doing good for others, I just want to sit back and say, “this is the life!”

These feeling don’t prevent me from wanting you to grow up and have your own life and possible family if you so choose. I have truly though enjoyed the ride to this point of your life.  Don’t worry about me. My life without you will change drastically. But, I am lucky to be married to a woman I adore and love hanging out with. We will admire you from not as close. We will be excited to see what colleges you attend, what careers you choose to pursue, the friendships you establish, the books you read, the hobbies you undertake. We will be there not to interfere but to have a connection with you that I so much have enjoyed up to now. 

Love, Dad
Confessions Of A Grateful Father…written 12/31/02

I have been having a lot of feelings of gratitude lately when I have thought about my relationship with you as your father. I feel the need to express these thoughts. Allow me first though to introduce my feelings about you by discussing my relationship with God as my Father. 

Though God is often referred to as our heavenly Father, my relationship with God is hardly distant. God is not visible to me, but I know He is present in my life daily.  God does not hide from me. God does not speak to me audible but I converse with him daily. The conversations seem very real to me. 

God has pursued me despite my actions sometimes. His love has been unconditional if I want to be loved by Him. I am desperate for an intimate relationship with God. I think God is just as desperate. When He created Adam and Eve, he surely knew they could possible reject Him. I think though He was willing to risk rejection for the possibility of a relationship with one free to choose or reject Him. Perhaps He did not feel this with the angels. Think about it. If someone is forced or has no choice but to love you, does that cause feelings of intimacy. God has pursued us from the very beginning. In fact He sent His son to live, suffer, and die on this earth to yes save us, but also perhaps to relate to us, to reach out to us. We can never say God doesn’t understand our pain. He was killed for a crime He did not commit.  

I have desired a relationship with God since a teenager or at least a young adult. I took actions as I best knew. I have read His word and studied what others have thought God was saying to us through His prophets and messengers so I might better understand Him. Some cannot get close to God or get angry with Him because they do not understand Him. God has never given up on me. He has never provoked me to anger. I can never legitimately blame Him for my actions. Sometimes, I think parents can provoke their children. Older children are responsible for their actions, but sometimes parents make it difficult for children to want to obey. God is perfect in this way. I regret many of my actions. I have often fallen short of my own expectations and His. I am so grateful God has stood by me.  He is always available to reconnect if I choose to come back to him after sinning. 

My main reason for writing this letter is to express my gratitude. I must admit. You have seldom disappointed me. You have not come anywhere close to disappointing me the way I have my God. Our relationship almost seems too dreamy. It can’t continue to be this good, can it?  I just wanted to say thank you. I hope it can continue. But, I assure you, there is nothing you can do to loss my or your Mom’s love for you. No matter what you might do, if you want me in your life I will be there. Whether you become pregnant or get a girl pregnant and you aren’t married, I will still love you. You can experiment or use drugs - though I hope you don’t  - I will still love you if you want me in your live. Anyway, thanks for being who you are. Dreams do come true! 

Love, Dad

Right From The Heart to Alison And Kate (Written when 16 and 13)

I have written you often. I had dreamed of having children, but I never dreamed it would be this good. I don’t think you fully understand what a tremendous blessing you are. I wrote you recently and I meant it - speaking of teenagers you are one of my heroes. A hero from my perspective is one you admire, respect, one who you would encourage others their age to emulate.  

Teenagers often are a time of anxiety for many parents. I am blessed otherwise. Other parents fear the unknown. They fear the stories they hear. They rightly fear that an older child can do anything they want. They can drive; they can walk away…for many parents a nightmare for they no longer can control the situation. I must admit I am not privy to many of these fears though I am not totally fearless. As much as you are my daughter, my beautiful nine pound one ounce little girl, I have understood I am only in your life to allow you to be your own person in time and hopefully a servant of God’s. I have never felt I must control you. You are God’s child ultimately. 

As much as I am confident in your abilities to succeed in life and relationships, there is one foundational concern that can rule your life and perhaps determine if you will be “truly” successful. I am not meaning to be too dramatic. Morally speaking for a teenager, you seem far advanced than most teenagers. I know I do not see you when I am not around you and your friends. You must ultimately judge your heart with the help of God. 

You have been fortunate to avoid major moral fallings in your life to this point to the best of my knowledge, whether it involves drugs, sex, or violence. I assume your understanding of right from wrong from God’s and your parents’ perspective has guided you in these matters. You must also allow God to guide you in the “small” areas of life? Small may not be the right word.  Small indiscretions are the road to bigger mistakes. One may argue a married man flirting with another woman may not be wrong. But, you see flirting can lead down the road to unfaithfulness. One may argue taking a small item not yours is not big deal, but small justifications are where most begin when committing greater sins. Most people with any moral training don’t start with stealing money from their school or work place. They begin with taking something not their. Sin is a slippery slope so to speak. 

What does this have to do with you? I do worry you may be tempted to rationalize certain “small” behaviors. I may be wrong. I do know that until your first thought in all you do is “does this offend my best friend,” you will not achieve maximum joy in your life. Is this your first thought in all you do? Or do you shift your behaviors through the grid of convenience or your own desires?  The base for all we do and see must evolve around our personal relationship with God. When I say an inappropriate word (yes, even the word “suck”), I immediately think to myself whether this offends my best friend. I see your eyes rolling! I have this inner voice during these times. I am glad; it gives me self-evidence the Holy Spirit resides within me. 

When I talk behind someone’s back, that inner voice goes off. When I decide whether to attend certain movies or watch certain shows, that voice goes off. You know you are maturing and growing when these conversations happen between you and God in all you do. I don’t always obey, but I don’t rationalize that certain matters don’t matter to God. I have learned to love this voice, the more I understand about our relationship with our Creator. This is the beauty of our relationship with God. Unlike human best friends, His ways are always in our best interest and not selfish. Human friends can’t help but be human sometimes. That is why parents, spouses, teachers, pastors don’t always know what is best. 

If your first response in certain matters is “that is not a big deal” rather than being concerned if God is offended, you may want to pray about this. This may involve the words you say, physical boundaries with men, or what you watch on the screen. You may be missing out on the greatest gift in the world – intimacy with God.  It is a lot to ask teenagers, who are faced often with difficult decisions, to be accountable for this, but teenagers have the opportunity to have this wonderful intimacy with God as much as adults if they pursue it. I promise – you will not regret it. You will not miss out on anything in life as if God is some killjoy; you will experience life to the fullest.  

Let me interject something here. I am not saying by any stretch of the imagination that I am without sin. Let me be honest. Based on the knowledge and advantages I have had, I have fallen tremendously short of who I should be. Thank God for forgiveness when asked for. To my knowledge I do not rationalize in my mind any sinful behavior. For instance, I speed often. I do not justify it. I believe when I am driving over 5-10 mph of the speed limit, I do not honor God. I must respect authority and the rules they place in front of me. I have never felt any of the speed limits are irrational. We as a family cuss in a joking manner. Yes, I think sometimes whether this is wrong. I have not made that final determination. I know it is wrong when cussing if angry for the root of such behavior is lack of self-control.  When I have been confronted with my sin, I have responded in repentance. Do you recognize or acknowledge sin, no matter the degree, when you are involved in it? If you don’t, or if you rationalize your behaviors, you are not headed for God’s best. You will never reach your potential. You will grow old and have many regrets. 

God’s deserves the best. Look at the friend He has been to us. God chooses to love us and forgive any time we ask.  He chose to allow His son to be murdered so that He may not be accused of not feeling our pain. He has taken no short cuts. No one can accuse him of being a selfish lover. All that He encourages us to do is for our own good. Not worshipping others idols is not selfish on God’s part but is in our best interest. Idols are false and lead nowhere. The Bible is packed with examples of His undivided and unselfish love. God is a friend that we should strive to please in all we do. Your relationship with Christ is the key to happy and meaniful life.  This is not always convenient. It is easier to go with the flow. It may seem easier to be a part of small injustices, thought not insignificant to the person being mistreated, than to take a stand or walk away. 

I have several times referred to your leadership. I have encouraged you to be a leader out of my respect for you. You have much to offer, you have many advantages. For instance, I am extremely critical of parents including moms. Many moms are possessive, quick to anger, emotional blackmailers. Fathers are no less guilty. Alison, you have a mom I believe is unmatched by any other mom I have known. She isn’t perfect, but she has been a tremendous mom in so many ways. You must take advantage of what you have been blessed with. Some leaders are born I suppose. Some are leaders because others respond to them. Perhaps, some are not meant to be leaders. I believe all can attempt leadership to see if others will follow. Leaders are humble and know how to inspire. But, I didn’t write this to encourage you to be more or a leader, though that has been my persuasion in this last year. 

I am writing to mainly challenge you to look at your relationship with God. Do you hear that inner voice (it isn’t audible for me) in the small and large details of your life? I know you sin. Welcome to the club. But, when you sin do you recognize it? Do you think about your actions and whether they offend God? He does have our best interest in mind you know. Do you justify certain actions because they are not “large sins? It pains me to say this, but until you consider everything in light of your relationship with God, you are not headed where you need to be. I cannot judge this. I am only human. But, you and God can judge this. Mom and I are happy to discuss this with you based on our experience. But, ultimately this is a heart experience; this is between you and God. 

I cannot make you turn important corners in your relationship with God; I can only hope and I do. I do not know even if you have corners to turn that God has been nudging you about. This is between you and God. God is there for you if you desire His help. He often will put others in your life to assist if you desire. I believe this is why He created marriage, family, and other relationships. We were meant for a relationship with our Creator and He has put others in our life who are made in the image of God. 

Alison and Kate --Letter From Mom

I've got that "hokey" music on that has no words to the melody...so you are left putting your own words and thoughts in as the music gently plays...and it leads me to write a letter to you both. Sometimes I regret that I have not written you before. Dad writes you periodically, and I didn't want my words just to be another letter. But I feel at this time that I should express my feelings and desires to you both. I love you both deeply…and did not know how deep love could be until I became a mother. You truly only want the best for your children…and the best in my view is a life of joy living with Christ as your master and friend....Now. I think you have heard bits and pieces of my high school days to know that I did not always act as I would have had I acknowledged that Christ was in the room. I look back at those days and realize how lucky I was…maybe it wasn't luck maybe it was God's providence…but either way I made poor choices on many occasions…and some of my friends weren't so lucky…Alison and Kate, I think you have been given a huge RED FLAG (in race car driving a red flag is waved to the drivers to let them know that they need to proceed with great caution). You need to be prepared on how you will react to situations where you have a choice to make​ a good decision or a bad one…and unfortunately making good choices/decisions are most often the hardest to do... but just because they are hard to do does not mean that they cannot be made... The reason I think it is so difficult to make these choices is because most of the time it is your friends who are putting you in the situation... the situations vary and can be as easy as deciding whether you should stand up for someone or as hard as saying no to alcohol when all of your friends are drinking it…I think you both have seen the repercussions recently of some poor choices...and although I know how bad and "unlucky" it seems that they were caught worse things could have happened... they were lucky that they didn't get an automobile accident and get a DUI , lucky nobody was hurt from using tainted drugs or drinking too much alcohol, lucky that nobody got in trouble with the police, lucky that both the boys and girls were not so drunk as to have sex and what other" unlucky" possibilities that could entail. . ..I don't know about you all but when I was a teenager all that bad stuff just didn't seem like it could happen to me or my friends... but then it did...and now it has happened to some of your friends and you can no longer use the excuse "that would never happen with my friends", "they would never put me in that situation"... you must be prepared and you must know how difficult it will be to make the good decision. Just because it is difficult does not excuse you from making the right choice...Alison, I know I had this conversation with you recently but it was such an important lesson that I learned late in my life...in fact, I think I might have just learned it 6 years ago...I remember always hearing...God's way is freedom…and I just thought no way it's just a bunch of do this and do that and heaven forbid don't do that…Well, I realized that God has His ways (rules and laws) because they protect us and give us freedom to enjoy this world without fear and worry...now that doesn't mean bad things don't happen but bad things under our control will not happen…if I  don't drink underage, I don't have to worry about being caught, if l don't have sex until I marry, I don't have to worry if l will get pregnant or if l will get AIDS, if l don't lie, I don't have to worry about someone finding out the truth…and that gives you a lot of freedom ...Now switching gears, I made a lot of poor choices and was VERY LUCKY .. .1 hope you won't make poor choices but Dad and I pray that you both know that we will be there for you to live with the consequences of your actions. It amazes me how forgiving God is... .He must be disappointed almost daily by my actions or lack of actions and yet He is constantly loving me and supporting me. I can't write this without thinking about the disappointment that one as a parent feels when a child makes a poor choice...I think about the time I shoplifted a candy bar and had to tell my dad. I was more worried about his disappointment than the punishment. But you know what God lives with my disappointments daily and forgives so and me did my Dad...Each morning God says let's move on Janet and that's what Dad and I will do...Let's move on girls and watch for the RED FLAGS and prepare for the rest of the race…I'll see you in the winner's circle! Read it and weep...1 know you are holding back on me…just let the tears flow...I love you
Individual Mission Statement

The Answer To All Your Questions And Problems

What would Jesus do; what does God advise; what is the Holy Spirit’s leading

Family Mission Statement

Trust in God and follow His ways, which can be lived out by treating others the way you wish to be treated. Faith in God, dependence on Jesus the Christ, and reliance on the Holy Spirit for guidance leads to true happiness here in this life and to everlasting life after death.

A Personal Relationship With God - The Secret To Living

Nothing has been more satisfying in my life than a personal relationship with God. The greatest gift my parents gave to me was to stress the importance of a relationship with God. I want to continue this tradition. Belief in and dependence on God means never being alone and having a moral compass in life to always guide you. Belief in God means belief in who Jesus was and the importance of His birth, life, death, and resurrection. 

A personal relationship with God is so very satisfying. How does one have such a relationship? One must believe in God as the Creator and follow His ways. You may believe I am your father, but to refuse to follow my ways is to sacrifice any meaningful relationship we can have. The analogy breaks down though because I am fallible: God is perfect and can never be wrong. Always consider any advice I offer with what God says. If they are not the same, trust God more. \
It may be helpful to understand God's reason for sending His son Jesus to earth to be born, live, die, and resurrect from the dead. Jesus' life serves as an example of how serious sin is and that the consequences of sin are death. Sin is a relationship buster, a culture destroyer. The good news though is that a personal relationship with God can help us to avoid sin. He influences our attitudes and helps during temptation. We also can look forward to life after death. John 3: 16 says "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever depends on Him shall not perish but have eternal life."

God will never force Himself on another human being. Freedom to choose has been God's design from the beginning. He knew forced love was not genuine love. Hell, which is really just eternal death, exists not for punishment but for the freedom of choice to be separate from God. In my opinion a life of rebellion against God leads to regrets and emptiness. God desperately desires our relationship for His own satisfaction as well as for our own true happiness. I'll say it again. I hope you will choose belief in and dependence on God for you will never be alone and will always have a moral compass in life to guide you

Being A Streetwise Kid - Protecting Yourself

Unfortunately, young people are vulnerable to being hurt by adults when their parents are not around. Most adults are kind to children or willing to leave them alone, some are not. A few adults or teenagers are out to use you for their awn selfish purposes (i.e. having sex, selling you drugs). Having a game plan if approached by such a person is wise.

· If a stranger comes up to you and ask you something, and other people are not around, it may be wise to not speak with them. Most adults know this can be scary for a young person. Ignore them and walk toward a place where others are. You should probably do this even if you are with another friend. Walk toward another person, even if you don't know them (i.e. inside a store). Most people are nice to children. Sometimes, people who approach you are not. If someone grabs you against your will, yell "this person is not my father or mother" and try to get to the nearest other adult.

· It is alright to say no or refuse to do what an adult says if feeling uncom​fortable. I'm not talking about telling your parents no because you don't want to do a certain job that is part of your responsibilities. Certain adults or young people may touch you or say things to you that don't seem right or are uncomfortable. Immediately, go to an adult you like and respect and speak to them about this. Someone who touches you or makes you uncom​fortable, what do they look like? It could be a babysitter, an uncle or aunt, a mom or dad, a teacher, or a complete stranger.

· It is never right for an adult or young person to say to you "don't tell anyone else what I'm about to do or tell you." Of course, an exception is if you and Mom are planning a surprise party for your Dad. Sometimes, an adult may threaten to hurt you if you tell on them what they have said or done to you. Keeping this secret will only create more problems for you. Tell another adult what happened. If you don’t like how they respond, tell another adult until someone listens and helps you. Most people won't follow through with hurting you. They were only saying that, hoping you wouldn't tell on them. Besides, other adults will make sure this person doesn't hurt you, if only you will reach out for help.

I hated writing this letter. It's just that I can't always be around to protect you. Then I wouldn't be allowing you to grow up and have your own freedom. Remember though, most adults won't hurt you but be prepared for those few who might for their own selfish reasons.

Personal Safety Quiz

1. What ages of children have the possibility of being trick into being abducted?

2. Is it disrespectful to say no to an adult if they do or say something that makes you uncomfortable?

3. Always help those you don’t know when they pull over and ask for directions? Adults should be sensitive asking only other adults about directions?

4. A boy only should be “wise” around men and need not worry about women; girls only need to worry about men? You do not need to use the same wisdom around teenagers?

5. If someone you don’t know says your parents have had an emergency and they have been asked to take you to them, you should go? What is the code word?

6. How do you help yourself or someone when your clothes are on fire and you are in them?

7. If your house is on fire, your door happens to be close, when should you not open the door? How do you keep smoke from coming in the room while working out an escape route?

8. At the Edwards’ house when should you take the rope versus the stairs?

9. If your house is ablaze as oppose to isolated to a single item such as the stove, what is the correct order to do things – find your most prized possession, call 911, leave the house and go outside to the nearest neighbor’s house?

10. What do you do if someone is choking?
Alcohol, Drugs, Smoking, And Other Unhealthy Habits

The best plan to avoid drugs is to never try them in the first place. The truth is drugs can often provide a pleasurable, though short-lived, feeling as well as a feeling of acceptance when pressured by your friends. Some friend! But, just because something is pleasurable doesn’t mean it is good for you or doesn’t have short or long-term consequences. Consequences include possible addiction, loss of friendships, loss of respect from friends you care about. If you never try or experiment with alcohol, drugs, or smoking, you won’t fall into this trap. I assure you many adult smokers wish they had never tried smoking in the first place because it is so difficult to quit. The best plan is never to begin in the first place. Alcohol is legal to drink only after a certain age and then should only be done in moderation to avoid problems created by alcohol abuse.

It is not enough to say I will never do drugs; it is a sign of strength, not weakness, to recognize you could be tempted. You better have a plan during times of temptations. Boundaries or plans ahead of time can protect us from being in a situation where we might be tempted. Establish such boundaries for yourself when it comes to drugs or other unhealthy activities. For example, you might start with the following:

1. If feeling tempted I will discuss this feeling with Mom or Dad

2. If I’m am at a party and drugs show up, I will leave immediately or call Mom and Dad to pick me up, regardless of what my friends say or think. Ultimately, you will be respected for your courage.

3. I will avoid close friendships with those involved in drugs so to avoid tough situations

4. If I were to fail, I will immediately confess this to Mom or Dad, ask for understanding, and be willing to be held accountable to help prevent failure in the future. To confess rather than be found out can build trust as opposed to destroy trust. Mom and Dad understand failure. They aren’t perfect. And they love you more than any other human being on this earth.
Consider an action plan ahead of time to avoid certain situations and be prepared to handle certain situations if confronted.

Sex

I believe God's idea to encourage sexual intimacy only within marriage is a wise one. It is not fair for a child to be born into this world without a Mom and Dad committed to one another for a lifetime. If one is to fulfill this ideal and responsibility, they must consider guidelines or conduct before marriage.

· I cannot condemn handholding or short kisses on the checks or lips because God doesn't. I think this behavior though is only appropriate at a certain age and only for responsible people who are sensitive to one another's feelings.

· Intimate kissing or touching one another in intimate places often creates a longing for even greater intimacy - sexual intercourse. This is how God created us it seems, so sex is a gift from God but not to be misused. It is foolish to get involved in behaviors that tempt you to engage in further sexual intimacy. To create desires for something without fulfilling it seems insensitive to me. To deny oneself of this pleasure until marriage seems the fairest for all.

Waiting to share special, sexual moments with your partner in marriage, you will have no regrets. The opposite behavior, not waiting, leads to regrets and feelings of guilt. Though I did not live out these guidelines perfectly in my own life, I think I might have if someone had sat down with me and given such guidelines along with rationales. Please feel free to always ask any questions you may have about God's gift of sex and how it should be used. Even if you have failed in the above, my love for you is unconditional and I would be honored if you reach out to me for help.

Dating

My views on dating are fairly unique and probably not very popular among young people and some adults. I think of dating as an opportunity to determine if a person would be an appropriate partner for life. Most teenagers are too young to get married and in most cases not even looking to get married. What purpose does dating serve in our culture other than get the hormone juices flowing and thus set one up to fail in saving themselves sexually for their future partner?

I certainly am not opposed to friendships between males and females even at a young age. It is not wrong necessarily to spend time alone as friends sharing common interests. But, to date one another, as if preparing for marriage, can be confusing and frustrating.

I have discussed my views on waiting for sexual intimacy after marriage. If one understands the wisdom of God’s ways on this, then one must consider guidelines on conduct before marriage with those of the opposite sex. It is foolish to get involved in behaviors that tempt you to engage in sexual intercourse. For most I think handholding or a short kiss on the check is as far as one should go. This may be even inappropriate for those not seriously considering marriage. To believe you can engage in passionate kissing or intimate touching and not be tempted to go further is naive. I have never met such a person. Every child has a right to be born into a relationship with a man and woman committed to one another for a lifetime.

Though my views are not popular, I hope you will consider them. I can honestly say I would have considered them when I was young if I had been challenged and the rationale for such views had been explained. No one has regrets waiting for their marriage partner to be sexually intimate. Many have regrets for being sexually intimate before marriage. I hope you will think clearly and decisively about when you will date, who you will date, and what you will do while on a date.

​
Money - Financial Responsibility

Money can lead down the road to destruction. Not having enough money can lead to hunger, poor living conditions, etc. Having too much money or always wanting more can consume you and control your priorities in life. On the other hand, money can lead to certain freedoms and the opportunity to enjoy certain pleasures in life while extending good will toward others. Be willing to give of your time and material blessings to others. Consider some of the following guidelines when it comes to money.

· Do not spend what you don't have. Most kinds of debts create more problems than they solve. Live on a budget that enables you to save and help others.

· Be humble if you have enough or plenty of money. Others have often paved the road to success before you. One has no control over the family or country they are born in. Help those less fortunate than you.

· When able contribute to good causes. Give to feed the hungry. Give to those who share the good news of Jesus the Christ with others. It is not wrong to indulge in certain pleasures if you have money for it. Find a balance, attempting to make wise decisions in all you do.

I have always considered my money God's money. I have to decide how to spend, save, and give to others in the wisest way I know. Consult God's Word and the wisdom of others.

Things To Consider When Choosing, A Profession

1. Choose something you genuinely like to do. This requires you identify your own strengths, weaknesses, and interests. It must be something you can earn a living by doing, but obviously, money cannot buy happiness or contentment.

2. Choose something you have the ability to do. Don't limit your possibilities but consider, for example, whether you are willing and able to do the academic necessary to be a doctor.

3. Choose something when you are able that brings personal affirmation. Meaning can be found in anything we undertake, if not immoral. It is helpful though to be involved in a profession where you genuinely believe you are making a difference in the lives of other people or at least providing a needed or valuable service.

4. Choose something that you feel God approves of. If God desires you perform a specific task, He will make this very clear to you. Otherwise, follow the desires of your heart knowing you have God's and your parent's approval. Seek to make a positive contribution toward society and in the lives of others, however small or large that contribution may be.

Preparing For Marriage

If you wish to have a lifelong, happy marriage consider the following:

1. Discuss and agree on expectations going into marriage. There are many Premarital Counseling Questionnaires available. No couple going into marriage is completely compatible, but it helps to know ways you aren't compatible going into marriage, as these differences will need to be solved. It is okay to ask about sexual habits before marriage so you know what each other is bringing into the relationship. In case of decisional deadlock, make sure your Partner is willing to seek resolution through common methods of conflict resolution than by one Partner imposing a decision upon the other.

2. Only consider marrying one who shares your same faith and values. Compro​mises can often be discovered for the many differences a couple might have. But, there is no compromise when it comes to obeying God or not, whether to be honest or lie. Avoid this hardship on a relationship by being selective and asking lots of questions of the one you might marry.
3. Only consider marrying one who is committed to a lifelong relationship. Marriage is hard enough work without one always threatening to leave if tough times are encountered. You don’t marry someone to change them, but in relationships change on both Partners' parts are necessary to solve differences of opinions. Avoid someone who is not open to compromise but always insisting on his or her way or no way. Avoid someone who is not committed to constantly problem-solving for the happiness and stability of the marriage.

4. Only consider marrying one who is willing to commit to specific physical and verbal boundaries in the relationship, especially during conflict. It is always better to stop a discussion and try again later than "let anger fly." Unless there is a calm environment, no creative solutions can be discovered.

5. Only consider marrying someone who takes proactive steps to protect the relationship from alcohol abuse, an affair, etc. It isn't always wise to assume these problems can't happen to you. Instead, a sign of strength is considering the possibility of failing and taking preventive steps to avoid such failures. For instance, to avoid adultery I should not share personal problems with women other than Janet (with men is fine), I avoid flirtatious comments so not to be misunderstood or stir up sexual feelings, I limit physical contact with female clients, etc.

6. Only consider marrying someone who will answer yes to the following question​. If there was every a problem individually or relationally that we cannot solve ourselves, would you promise to seek help from others for a solution?

If you are to have a good marriage, it is important to understand how to achieve this. I have tried to explain this as briefly as possible above. Knowledge plus follow-through is essential for a happy marriage. Seek the help of others as you embark upon the many joys and challenges that are a part of marriage.

Be Your Own Marriage Expert

Having a good marriage is challenging so we need to keep it simple. To paraphrase a wise teacher "treat your partner like you want to be treated." Translating this wisdom into specific actions greatly enhances your change of having a good marriage. Couples can have a good marriage by mastering the following actions. Get help from others when struggling. It is ideal if both partners work toward being part of the solution. If your partner will not participate, then take it upon yourself to change. Who knows - your partner may respond in a positive manner. It may not be fair you have to initiate change, but who cares if change happens.

First, develop a problem-solving style where "amoral differences" are discussed calmly and solved in a cooperative fashion. Couples get married to share what they have in common. Couples must negotiate and compromise on what they know and learn they don't have in common (i.e. finances, parenting ways, leisure goals, sexual intimacy differences). Failing to compromise is often the first step in marriages going sour. Couples are unprepared for this aspect of marriage. Dating is not always the best preparation for a lifelong relationship. Remember, it is essential problems are discussed calmly. Determine specific boundaries, physically and verbally, that you are accountable to not violate. It is always better to stop a discussion and try again later than "let anger fly."

Secondly, you must persist. Persisting when your partner is open to change was part of the vows said to one another in the presence of God. Becoming discouraged or hopeless didn't happen overnight. It will take some time of loving actions toward one another to change the momentum of the marriage. Learn from failures to prevent them from happening again. Avoid rubbing failure in your partner’s face when they are making genuine efforts to change. Focus on possible solutions when struggling. Analyzing and focusing on problems doesn't always generate solutions. Changes need to be identified in small, specific, realistic terms to know what success is and not be controlled by feelings. Don't wait for feelings to change before acting. Changes in actions lead to changes in feelings. Don't expect big changes before small changes. Marriage is like a journey of a thousand miles - when lost what is needed is a step in the right direction.

Many marriages fail because of couples not acting in a calm, cooperative (compromise), committed manner when faced with a challenge. The other major cause of marital failure is because of moral reasons. Being married requires certain moral behaviors and attitudes. A partner not meeting your needs is a poor excuse for an extramarital affair. Added stress in one’s life is no excuse for alcohol abuse. Keep your hands off your partner when upset. Angry feelings don't cause wrong actions. Get help from others as needed. Don't wait to long to receive third-party consultation.

Where do you begin? First, prepare for the challenges of marriages. Secondly, when change is needed, decide together or alone if necessary what action(s) you will do differently this week and build from there. Seek the support of friends, family, or professionals when stuck. Finally, my personal experience and opinion is an allegiance with God can guide you and empower you to more successfully enjoy and carry out the challenges of marriage. Regardless though of where you are in your spiritual pilgrimage, taking action as described can create change.

Parenting - Plan It, Don’t Chance It

Being a good parent doesn't just happen. You must plan it. To paraphrase a wise teacher, a parent's mission is "to treat their children like they wanted to be treated by their parents." Translating this wisdom into specific actions greatly enhances our chances of succeeding. Parenting is about how parents act. Children choose to respond is their responsibility. Good parenting can be accomplished by mastering the following actions. Success can provide self-confidence and hope​fully positive changes in your children. Get help from others if struggling to carry out any of the following actions. The first action is proactive in nature, the others are guidelines to prevent or deal with difficulties.

First, find ways to relate to your children in positive ways whenever possible. Have fun together. Create positive times where problems are not discussed. Compliment often when appropriate. Every child does something well. Discover their strengths and talents and reinforce them. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Families need many positive interactions to aid in dealing with inevitable negative times. Without a relationship, rules fall on deaf ears.

Secondly, choose character versus amoral issues to discipline. Parents, with children especially as they get older, compromise is not a bad word and mandatory for the sake of a future relationship. The same is true in marriage. Don’t compromise on the moral (i.e. drugs, honesty, destroying property). Do negotiate an agreement on the amoral (i.e. hairstyle, clothes, room decor). Seek creative solutions. It's okay to try to get your way on something important to you if you are willing to give in another area. Didn't you wish the same treatment from your parents on issues amoral in nature? Young people love the respect shown in their striving to be independent when you are willing to negotiate.

Thirdly, all problems must be discussed calmly on your part. It is wrong and unhelpful to yell or hit your children. There are no excuses. Determine specific boundaries, physical and verbal, you are accountable to not violate. It has been said a soft answer turns away wrath. This can be especially true in family rela​tionships. Often, anger outbursts on the parent's part is due to lacking accountability and creative responses to wrongdoings on our children's part. When correcting, do so calmly, creatively, and don't bring up the offense again once dealt with.

Finally, ask a child to do what you do, not what you say. Children not drinking alcohol until of legal age translates into adults drinking responsibly and not excessively. If you don't treat your marriage partner with respect, don't expect your child to treat you or others respectfully. Actions speak louder than words. Unhappy marriages are as problematic for children as divorce.

Where do you begin as a parent when struggling? Focus on what you can control ​yourself. Any change can create a more positive environment and lead to other changes. The temptations young people face today is unlike previous generations. Listen and accept your child's opinions and feelings. Learn ways to convey your own values. Agree to discuss problems calmly. Agree to negotiate creative solutions when appropriate. Family relationships are like a journey of a thousand miles ​when lost all that is needed is a step in the right direction. Strong family relationships can assist young people in facing challenges before them.

Preparing Ahead Of Time For A Crisis

Can one prepare for a crisis ahead of time (i.e. death of a child, loss of your legs)? Certain people respond to a crisis better than others. I would guess some of the following are true in their lives.

· They have hope of something beyond this life. They believe one day they will join God in heaven and see their love ones, to become physically whole again or perhaps for the first time.

· They are slow to blame God for tragedy. God desires no evilness or hardships upon a person. Tragedy is a product of freedom given by God, not something that God plans for us to teach us a lesson. God originally created a world and people in it that were perfect. Human choices destroyed this perfection.

· Tragedy can be viewed negatively or as an opportunity to have a positive influence on others in similar situations. Even out of something bad God can create good if we choose this road.

Accountability

I believe the right knowledge plus accountability equals success. Many judge success according to how much money you make, etc. I try to judge success according to whether one lives out certain values in their life. When people near death, they don’t wish they had gone after more material possessions; they wish they had spent more time developing meaningful relationships with family and friends. The very best way I know to live out loving God and treating others like you want to be treated is to ask others to hold you accountability for your actions. You are welcome to hold me accountable to the following:

· To live according to God's moral principles in my relationships with others; when I sin to take responsibility rather than offer excuses

· To treat your mother as an equal partner when it comes to making decisions, to never physically ever hurt her, to never raise my voice in anger toward her--the latter if ever violated must be confessed while seeking forgiveness, seeking personal or professional help should this happen on more than an irregular basis

· To treat you (Alison, Kate, William) as I wanted to be treated by my Parents, to never hit you in anger (including spanking), to never raise my voice in anger toward you without asking forgiveness and accepting help from others as needed

· To not talk behind other people’s back (gossip), to speak up against wrongdoing in hopes of bringing about positive change

So, what can I hold you accountable to?
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Failures On A Personal Level

There are many kinds off failures. One type of failure is receiving a bad grade in school, or not achieving goals we set for ourselves athletically. A different type of failure is moral failure, not living by God's laws and according to our own conscience of what we know and believe to be right from wrong. It is this type of failure I am addressing here.

To not fail morally such as not cheating, lying, using drugs, or having sex outside of a marriage relationship should be one's lifetime goal so to please God and achieve peace of mind. We all know right from wrong but the past teaches us people fail despite knowing and wishing to do the right thing. Thus, it is not enough to know right from wrong. My letter on accountability suggests one must be proactive in avoiding failure. Bill Hybel in his book on the Old Testament book of Proverbs speaks about the importance of advance decision-making if we are to succeed in obtaining moral goals in our life. If you want to avoid sin, you need to decide ahead of time to avoid temptation. Hybel goes on to say if you fail to think ahead, and you end up trying to make the right decision in the midst of a tempting situation, you're toast. Few people are strong enough to make morally heroic choices in the midst of powerful temptations. Part of maturing is understanding and owning our vulnerabilities.

If you wish to avoid drugs, you must not put yourself with people and in places where the temptation could trap you. If you wish to avoid breaking the law by being in a car with an underage drinker, you must decide ahead of time how you can get out of such a situation, immediately, if necessary. If you wish to not violate the honor code at your school by not reporting violators, you better decide ahead of time how to respond when becoming aware of others being dishonest. It is wrong for others to put you in such a position, but nevertheless, it is a very difficult position to be in and requires some thought beforehand. If you wish to avoid sex before marriage or committing adultery when married, you must determine conduct with those of the opposite sex, which will assist in avoiding temptation.

So, our first efforts must be to be proactive in living up to the standards God and we set for ourselves. Remember, living by God's standards leads to enormous blessing in this life and the life to come. Secondly, we should give some thought to how we might and must respond if we indeed fail. God is always willing to forgive. The Bible though speaks of God's forgiveness of those who are genuinely sorry or repentive. If someday we are facing moral failure, if we do not respond in a repentive fashion we risk losing God's future blessings, certain relationships, and possibly our faith in God. I would like to suggest how we should respond when facing failure.

When I have failed, I have tried to respond in the following way. First, I accept responsibilities for my actions when confronted by others. There are no excuses for sinning. God gives us all the ability to avoid moral failure if we accept His help. Just because a parent physically abuses their child does not cause this child one day to grow up and abuse their children, despite the horrible role model. Secondly, I accept accountability from other people to help me in my recommitment to the ways of God. Think about it? If I fail in an area I have all my life thought is wrong, how can I think that I can succeed without the help of others. Being accountable to others is the best way to avoid future failures. Thirdly, I seek to reestablish the trust I have lost in my relationship with others. I am willing to be accountability to my love ones twenty-four hours a day as a way of tangibly proving I am the man they thought I was. If one is not continuing to sin, then they should welcome accountability for they have nothing to hid. Fourthly but not necessarily lastly, I seek God's forgiveness. Since God can read one's heart and know whether they are sincere are not, His forgiveness is instant. Human forgiveness may be different. One may ask for forgiveness from others but should not demand or necessarily expect it. It sometimes takes time for people to see one's actions to determine if they are truly sorry and willing to change
What about personal failures from the perspective of your parents? Our love for you is unconditional. We will always love you though we may hate certain actions. A child's goal is to avoid moral failure because of their love for God and their parents. But, if failure happens it is important to respond in the above fashion mentioned. It seems ideal to tell your parents of your failure before discovered. It can help in the initial process of rebuilding trust. Restoration is always possible with the help of God. Again, a parent's love for their child does not change. Pain may be felt but a parent is always desirous of their child taking responsibility and making changes to avoid future failures. This is not an excuse to fail. The reality of life is that sometimes failure happens and I encourage you to respond in God's way.

What about your parents' failures in the present and in their past? I wish I could say do as I say and not as I do one hundred percent of the time in my life. I would be lying if I said I have not failed. The only positive thing about failure is much can be learn from failing. There are better ways to learn God's lesson in life, but God has a way of bringing good from bad situations we if allow it. It would be a mistake to use your parents' failures as an excuse for your own behavior. This ignores God's advice. I can advise you about my failures in life, I would not suggest following in my footsteps. The consequences of sin are enormous and I do not wish those on you.
If I Were To Die

Death is really the beginning for those you put their trust in God. God has given us the hope of eternal life once we die for those who trust Him. So, as I write this, death is not really a depressing subject for me. No one knows when they may not be here the next day. That is why it is so important and yet so hard to live today as if this was your last. I must admit I find it nearly impossible to do this. Can you imagine if people lived as if today were their last? They would not argue with their family members, they would give their monies and possessions to those less fortunate, they would tell others about their great God. But, I am not writing this letter to you for theological reasons but for personal reasons.

As I am writing this, our family is very close to one another. Though we joke about it, I know in my heart if I were to die unexpectedly, you would feel the loss. I know if I lose one of you, I not sure how I will be able to deal with it other than rely on God. I suggest you do the same. I want to see you grow up. I'm curious to see what careers you will pursue, whether you will marry or not, whether you will have children. I look forward to being just friends and not having to be in an authority role with you. There will come a time when you will not have to answer to mom or me. Your decisions will be between you and God. Anyway, if I were to die I would want you to know, if you had any doubts, how I felt about you.

Alison, Kate, and William, though you are young and not yet fully mature, you have given me more joy that I can imagine. I have no regrets when mom and I chose to have children and God blessed us. I doubt I will ever feel any different even as you get older. I will update this letter if I feel different. I am always joking about how you are my favorite 13, 10 or 7 year old but it is the truth. I am not just saying it because I have to. You children have been such an enormous blessing. I tell you all this so you will have no regrets if I were to die unexpectantingly. There is not more you could have said to me nor I to you other than what I am saying in this letter. These first 13 years have been an awesome ride. Everyday I am with you only gets better.

If I were to die, know I love you dearly. If there is anything you wish you could have said to me that you haven't already, say a prayer. Know you have brought so much joy to my life. If our relationship meant anything to you, return the favor by investing in relationships as I did with you. Since I was a teenager, I have dreamed of being a Dad. Being a Dad was everything and more than I hoped and dreamed it would be. I have made mistakes; I have not lived a life without regrets. But God has forgiven me for my sins and I have learned from my failures. I have tried to not make the same mistake twice. I wish I could claim perfection but I am far from the perfect Dad. God is the perfect Parent and I have fallen way short of parenting you the way God has me. Never though has a day gone by that I did I not think about you and love you.

Hopefully I will grow old with you in my life. Nothing would make me happier. If the next 13 years are anything like the first 13 years, then the joy felt will be incredible. Thank you for being who you are. Thank you for coming into my life. Thank you for listening to Mom and me and being the greatest kids in the world I know. No matter what happens in the future, nothing can take these times from me. Hopefully, we will continue to grow closer and closer as we get older and become more mature in our relationship with God.

Love Dad 7-5-99

In I Had One Day To Live What Would I Say To You

I couldn't decide what to title this letter. I thought I might title it The Importance Of A Mentor. When I was younger and to this day I yearn for those older than me that I can seek advise. I want to learn from their successes and failures. I don't like learning from the "trial and error" method when it is not necessary. We often can make wiser decisions from the knowledge gained from others, from learning the questions we should be asking in order to make a wise decision. I have always felt a mentor was one who was approachable, one who you respect and desire to ask their thoughts. Learning from those older than us should be a joyful rather than painful adventure. One other essential qualification of a mentor is one who has a spiritual rather than worldly perspective. Those who do not believe God is real, that God is not the Creator of this World, and do not have a desire to follow our Creator cannot give you the help you need if God is real, if God is the Creator of this World, and having a meaningful relationship with God is our purpose here on earth.

Your mom and I desire to be mentors in your life. We hope we earn your respect and are the kind of people you desire to learn from. But, we cannot force ourselves on you. We cannot insist that we be your mentors when you get older. Just as God cannot force Himself on us, neither can we do that to our children. You must seek the relationship. We are open to such a relationship.

Then, I thought I would title this letter If I Had One Day To Live What Would I Say To You Today. Catchy, uh? I will do anything to influence you, to help you make wise decisions, to help you avoid failures that are not necessary. I have this motive because I love you. I cannot possibly understand if every parent doesn't have this motive. To have success in life requires some thought and planning. If you desire a specific vocation in life, planning is necessary. If you desire marriage and being a good parent, planning is necessary. If you desire to serve God and grow up with few regrets, thought and planning is needed. As you can see, I have decided to stick with this last title for lack of a better title. School, career, family, and spiritual successes, as much as they can be controlled, don't just happen. Consider the following ahead of time.

You must decide if there is a God and whether to follow in the footsteps of the example He set here on earth through his son Jesus. Do you believe God created us for relationship with a purpose in life? Will you allow God to shape the choices you make? Chuck Colson said it best in How Now Shall We Live?  “Obedience to God is not just a matter of following rules arbitrarily imposed by a harsh master. Obedience to God is a means of entering into a real life, a life rich in meaning and purpose." In my experience God has never led or advise me which lead to any regrets. God is worthy of seeking His wisdom in any decision you must make. I look forward to spending eternity with Him after bodily death. Those who suffer know best that there is a profound hope found only in Jesus Christ, which can overshadow the deepest despair. Don't wait until you are desperate to realize this essential truth.

Important decisions you will be challenged with include what decision will you make when confronted between right and wrong. Many young people are susceptible to negative pressure from their peers. You will be faced many times as you grow to adulthood whether to follow God and the example set by Jesus. Will you follow your feelings or what is the wisest decision? Will you establish a vision ahead of time how you will act and follow through? You must make a conscious decision to avoid sin and how you will respond when failing. You must not be afraid of accountability unless you have something to hide. To think you can hang around temptation and not stumble is foolish thinking. When you fail, will you take responsibility or make excuses?

Decisions you make regarding academics can impact your future. How much time will you give toward academics. One can begin to prepare later in life, but it is very hard to just all of a sudden turn on learning. I failed to make a connection between academics and future possibilities. Don't get me wrong! I don't spend my time moaning what I could have, but I wish I had been more mature when it came to learning. What will you do during our spare time? When you set goals you can better determine how to spend you time.

Related to this, athletes are not born, they just work harder than others. If you wish to experience success in athletic endeavors, it is up to you how hard you decide to work for it. You have already at a young age experienced the joys and benefits resulting from athletic successes. I am convinced God gave us the idea of sports for our pleasure. I could continue to write for hours on this topic, but I am sure you know my thoughts in this arena of our life.

You have to decide if to marry and who to marry. Since we end up marrying someone who we date, you must decide who, when, and how to conduct yourself during a date. Fulfilling moral goals as a young person doesn't just happen. You must decide ahead of time moral standards and determine how you will follow through. Mom and Dad can't tell you if or who to marry, but we can advise what to look for in a partner that is likely to lead to long-term fulfillment. I can tell you most people end up marrying someone that they date. Dating seriously those who do not share your same beliefs is foolish.

If you chose to marriage, will you have children or not? If you have children how will you parent them? Being a good parent usually doesn't just happen. Those who have a plan are likely to be more successful. Again, I could write for hours. Instead, all you have to do is ask.

What work will you pursue and prepare for? Strategizing ahead of time can be helpful. Be flexible though in an ever-changing world. You know our number.

How will you conduct your finances? How will you spend your leisure time? Who will you choose to be your best friends versus acquaintances? How will you
. . .? What questions have I failed to ask? Your mom and dad are here for you, love you unconditionally, and are happy to help in any way you choose.

Finally, how will you grow old? Will you grown to be old and miserable and hard to be liked by others? Will you grown old gracefully and wisely with the help of God? When you are older and looking back on your life, your life will not be full of regrets if you have done some thinking and planning ahead of time.

Love

DAD

Girl Meets Boy, Boy Meets Girl

I think I have been misunderstood. Too, I probably did not express myself well. Having feelings or being attracted to someone of the opposite sex is normal. It is the way God created us. God created feelings and relationships, which are good things. From a very early age I desired, almost was desperate (though God should and must be enough to quench any kind of thirst we have) to have an exclusive, romantic relationship. How else could an adolescent who dreamed of being a father one day have children! What I have been trying to communicate is one must have a plan in this area of their life, so they will not be controlled by their feelings and make mistakes, sometimes with huge consequences.

Dating can have some built-in problems if one is not careful. Joshua Harris has written a book I Kissed Dating Goodbye: A New Attitude Toward Romance And Relationships. Who can argue with his conclusions? Dating leads to intimacy but not necessarily to commitment. Dating tends to skip the "friendship" stage of a relationship. Dating often mistakes a physical relationship for love. Dating often isolates a couple from other vital relationships. Dating, in many cases, distracts young adults from their primary responsibility of preparing for the future. Dating can cause discontentment with God's gift of singleness. Dating creates an artificial environment for evaluating another person's character. The author challenges us to understand the difference between friendship and intimacy. Be inclusive, not exclusive. Seek opportunities to serve, not be entertained.

No one every challenged me to a radical way - after all wasn't Jesus a radical - concerning relationships with those of the opposite sex. Do I wish I had Harris' book when I was young before I began to date? Absolutely! But for a different reason than you probably think. As you know, I dated very little. It wasn't that I didn't want to. Remember, no one gave me a blueprint or discussed these matters ahead of time with me. Had I read this book though, perhaps I would have not been so lonely and sad about not being able to date. Believe it or not, your Dad used to be pretty shy. Anyway, you have more opportunities to date than I did. Thus, if you don't have a plan you may fall into traps unnecessarily. Granted, this topic is hot. Not all Christians agree. But, I have noticed the attitude of many adults - teenagers will be teenagers. I detest this saying. I do not believe this is God's attitude. His ways regarding romance and relationship are always in our best interest for the present and the future. If only we will listen and have the courage to be obedient to God's calling in our life.

There is a time to time and place to seek deeper friendships. If dating were merely boy and girl going out for a bite to eat, there would be no need for this discussion. But most speak of dating as a way of thinking about and approaching romantic relationships. So it depends on what you mean about dating. A definition I read defines dating as nothing more than a prearranged social engagement. When you engage in dating, there is much you need to think ahead of time about. Jeremy Clark has written a book I Gave Dating A Change: A Biblical Perspective To Balance The Extremes. The author has an interesting perspective on dating. He says if you are interested in a person, think of dating as a series of interviews to see if you want to continue to develop a deeper friendship. He is not saying to actually interview your dates but to have many initial conversations in a natural way to determine if you want to continue to develop a more serious relationship with this person. Go places where you can talk, have fun. Sometimes going to a movie doesn't always allow this. One must determine if and when they are ready for serious dating. I think most would agree, no matter where they stand on this issue, that dating should wait until at least you are 16.

The author goes on to discuss several considerations regarding relationships with those of the opposite sex. If you are a Christian you have a duty and privilege to go by God's rules than your own rules. Will you pursue purity or pleasure? The question is not how far can I go but what does God want. The single greatest mistake made by Christians is dating unbelievers and having people in our close circle of friends that do not share our same beliefs and values. Dating is not a forum for evangelism or trying to change someone. Obviously, if you are going to date quality people you must be one yourself

It is obvious one must establish physical boundaries ahead of time. The author does not state any hard and fast rules, but it doesn't take a rocket scientist to know involved kissing and touching can quickly lead one to a violating God's advise when it comes to relationships. Who are we to say we know more than the One who created relationships? I agree with the author that flirting, playing hard to get, playing the field are the games of the World. It is also important to think about emotional boundaries ahead of time. Things can become much too serious too quickly without thinking about such matters ahead of time.

One last comment. Do you want someone to be attracted to you because they saw the outline of your bra through you blouse, because they saw your legs were nice because you were wearing a short skirt? Then dress accordingly. Guys, do you want girls to like you because of some image you portray or act, or do you want them to like you for how you really are inside when not worrying to impress others? Oh yea, how do you turn down a request when not interested? It seems to me saying "no" in a respectful way without making up excuses seems to me a far better alternative than leading someone on. They will just keep calling. What they think cannot be your problem. What they might say about you to others doesn't matter, and you don't have any control over anyway. Simply treat them respectfully and you will be fine.

Love,

DAD

Boy Girl Relationship: Who's Hot?

Friendships are great regardless of whether they are of the same sex as you are or the opposite sex. As you get older though relationships can get more complicated as the opposite sexes come attracted to one another, which is natural. Many will eventually develop an intimate relationship with one particular person leading to marriage, which God designed as an option here on earth for many of us. Of course there is nothing wrong remaining single as well. This is a choice one must make with their Creator.

For almost all people, especially in the United States, it is true you never marry someone you didn't date first. Dating can be a used as a way of determining that one individual you would like to remain committed to the rest of your earthly life. Often in America dating among teenagers is utilize not as a stepping-stone for marriage but as a pleasure activity with one of the opposite sex. Many times young people simply go in groups, but then often young people go out exclusively with one person. There is nothing wrong with this but it does have inherent dangers one should be aware of and prepare for.

Challenges in dating since the relationship is 1: 1 is the same for adults as it is teenagers. If a person's goal is to remain sexual pure before marriage, then significant planning must take place in one's life in order to make this happen. Temptations when alone with someone of the opposite sex can be strong, and individuals will fail without a commitment and plan to do God's will. God's ideals are always in our best interest and set us up for long-term happiness and peace.

If you are to date before you are an adult, remember above I said you never marry someone you didn't date first. For this and many other reasons, it is important to be selective in dating. Many women and men compromise in this area, dating someone because they are good-looking or a lot of fun to be with. They grow to like one another, thus putting the "cart before the heart." Being physically in a relationship before the appropriate time always pushes the relationship ahead of schedule. Sex can create a short-time high and make the couple think they like one other more than they might, had they put verbal intercourse ahead of physical intercourse. Sex is wonderful and has its place in marriage, where two are committed for life should a child be born. Any lesser environment for a newborn is selfish on the parent's part in my opinion.

Who should you select to date. The Clark's book He's Hot She's Hot offers a great perspective on this topic. Of course the one you date should be H.O.T!! Holy is hot! One who is holy is devoted to God in all they do, whose single focus is the serve Christ in every thought and action. This person is a "catch." There is no such thing as a Christian who picks and chooses the standards of God they wish to follow. They are no little sins versus big sins and a Christian possessed by the Holy Spirit knows this and is miserable until in right relationship with God. Remember when dating, holy is something a person is, not something a person becomes after you date them and change them. Those not holy can still be friends, but not someone you would date if you want to avoid the mistake others before you have made, and now are miserable in marriage or had hearting breaking endings to their relationships. Outrageous is hot! One who is outrageous is one who is just plain different; they walk to the beat of a different drummer and you can tell. They are like a magnet. People are drawn to them because they are personable. They may be wild in a good sense; they may be quiet. It is just that they are outrageously different from others though they don't brag about it. Trustworthy is hot! Trustworthy people are honest, reliable, and real. They don't lie to you or anyone. They do what they said they would. They are genuine. They aren't one way in public and another way in private. They aren't two-faced. They are the real deal.

Of course if you are to attract someone who is H.O.T. you have to be H.O.T. Imagine if marriages and relationships were made of people like the above. Don't get lured into anything but the best for yourself Live out God's will in your own life if you desire to live a meaningful life and one without regrets. WALK with Christ - Working For The Lord, Always Turning To Him, Living In Purity, and Knowing His Word.
Driving Rules

1. Just because someone has their blinker on doesn’t mean they are really going to turn. Best to err on the caution side by not trusting blinkers unless the car is already into its turn. 

2. Just because you can’t see a car in your rear view mirror doesn’t mean there isn’t a car on your side. All cars have a blind spot. Cars near your car on the left and right side will not show up in the mirror. Use the mirror only in preparing to change lanes. Then also turn and look before actually changing lanes. Remember, you must also keep your eye on the car in front of you. Thus, give yourself plenty of room to change lanes. Better to pull off on the side of the road or miss a turn if necessary, then take risks. Changing lanes is one of the biggest challenges for new drivers. 

3. Just because in Georgia you can turn right on a red light doesn’t mean you have to or should. Don’t worry what the driver behind you thinks. If you take a right turn on red, you should never cause an oncoming car to have to brake. After all, they have the right away. If you cannot see fully whether a car is coming because of a hill situation, etc., you should not turn right on red. Some intersections will advise you by sign that right turns on red are not permitted.

4. Use caution when passing a parked car in your lane if on a curve and you cannot see the other lane clearly. You do not have the right away in this situation. If you cannot see the opposite lane ahead of you clearly, you should not pass or proceed with extreme caution (slowly). 

5. Good drivers always drive defensively. This means they drive cautiously, not taking risks. Secondly, when driving you are always thinking  “what if.” What if the car ahead of you turns right without putting on their blinker? It is wise to look two cars ahead of you.  You are better prepared if the car in front of the car directly ahead of you stops suddenly. Probably the number one reason for accidents is because drivers do not keep plenty of distance between themselves and the car ahead of them. This is even more important the higher your speed. How many drivers on the road keep a car length distance every 10 mph? This distance is advised because if you have to stop suddenly, the car will skid and it takes a certain amount of distance to come to a stop without hitting the car in front of you. When skidding try not to jerk your wheel from side to side which will make it difficult to bring the car under control.

6. Many fender benders happen because when yielding into moving traffic and you are the second car in line waiting to yield, drivers are more focused on oncoming cars then the car in front of them. The initial car sometimes begins to go out in traffic, and then changes their minds and stops. If you assume their first move and don’t look again before going forward, you will have an accident. It is best to make sure the car ahead of you has pull out fully into oncoming traffic before looking and yielding yourself. 

7. If you take your eye off the road for more than one second, this is how many accidents happen. I know some people who turn their head when talking to their children in the back seat. Do not fool with the radio for more than one second unless at a stop. Of course if at a stop, make sure you keep your foot on the brake while fooling with the radio. Do not fiddle with your phone if you have to take your eye off the road more than one second. Do not focus on a car on your right or left and take your eye off the car in front of you for more than a second. 

8. Some drivers try to be nice by telling you to go ahead and turn out of the parking lot, etc. taking a left. Sometimes you can’t see clearly other cars coming in the lane you are going to be entering. Better to wait until you are very comfortable before pulling out. Simply wave the driver on and want till a better time. Do not pressure yourself to go just because someone is being nice or because another driver is honking for you to go. Simply call your dad on your mobile and I will come beat them up if needed. 

9. Road rage is real. Do not honk in anger. Honk only if it will help avoid a collision.  Let angry drivers go past you. Stay out of their way. Do not give angry looks or gestures to other drivers. Some will choose to come after you. These people are just mad at the world. 

10. This will probably never happen but on occasion men will tail women and bump into them on purpose to cause an accident. If they are up to no good, they will do this late at night or in an isolated area. Never get out of a car if you are not comfortable doing so. Simply drive to a place where there are lots of people and then get out. Unfortunately, you should also be prepared how to respond if another person grabs you. Sometimes it is better to put up a fight while you have a chance. We should talk.

11. If involved in an accident, it is best to always report it to the police. If both drivers decide there has been no damage that is another issue. If the other driver says they don’t want to report the accident because it will drive up their insurance, unfortunately you cannot take the risk they will pay the cost of your car damages later. The safest action is to make a police report at the time of the accident. Call on your mobile. I think you would call 911 and tell them you have had an accident and need to file report with police. 

12. Avoid showing off in front of friends when new to driving. You will feel tempted. Causing an accident while others are looking in this situation can be very embarrassing.

Kate

You will be driving soon on your own. Obeying all traffic laws is crucial, especially as a young, inexperienced driver. As well, in my experience the following are crucial to follow to avoid accidents. 

1. Speed is the cause of most accidents. If we find you speed on a regular basis you risk having your license taken away from your father in order to protect others on the road and to protect my finances (avoidable accidents drive up my insurance rates)

2. Rarely but sometimes an animal such as a squirrel or bird will suddenly dart in front of your car. Great if you are able to come to a stop without causing an accident, but if you are unable to stop without swerving and risking your life and the lives of others, you may have to run the animal over 

3. The hardest turns to make are when you are turning left at a light against ongoing traffic. One car at a time should pull out in the intersection. Even though the light turns yellow, you must wait until you are positive all ongoing cars have stopped at their red light. Even if you have to wait until your light is red to turn (remember you are out in the intersection), make sure all cars have stopped as some go right through red lights. Those waiting to go from your right or left will wait until you are out of the intersection 

4. Drivers from time to time feel pressure to be less than safe when others behind them are honking for them to go. Don’t give into this pressure. A nice driver may signal for you to go but you don’t feel safe going…DON’T GO and signal the other driver to go ahead and go 

5. Safe lane changes are the hardest thing to do. Don’t just trust your rearview mirror. Leave plenty of room between your car and car in front of you, check by turning your neck, then change lanes. If you are unable to make a turn for whatever reason, better to go by the turn and turn around then risk an accident.

6. You must be focused when driving. Many accidents are caused when drivers take their eye off the road for just 1 second. Don’t be looking for mobile when driving. Don’t be looking for CD or changing the radio station. Don’t be looking in the back of your car. Pull over if you have something else to do rather than drive.

Letter To Kate - If There Is A God Why Does He Allow Suffering Including Plane Crashes?

Kate, I hope we can engage in many conversations through letters such as this as we attempt to understand God better. I hope you or your friends will always feel free to correspond in this way. I will do my best to keep my responses brief when you write. Sometimes, written rather than just verbal communication can allow deeper thinking. My passion is to help others remove barriers that may prevent them from getting to know the God I know. I am absolutely convinced if others know God as I do, they will have the greatest friend one could have, a friend who will always love, understand, and never betray them. You have perhaps asked the hardest question of all – why doesn’t God prevent accidents just as plane crashes to save the innocent? Though this question does not really have a great emotional answer and no answer can completely satisfy one who has lost a love one, I believe some answers are better than others. If what I write should raise some questions, I hope you will feel free to respond back. 

I do not agree with those who say God causes all suffering for some greater plan or suffering is “God’s will.” While I believe God can use suffering to bring something good out of something very bad, God did not create suffering.  Much of suffering can be traced to the freedom God gives human beings. A great deal of suffering is caused by the evil choices human beings make. Evil is not a thing created; evil stems from misguided desires. If God did not allow freedom, others would then just accuse Him of creating robots programmed to do only what He wanted them to do.  If God give us freedom, He must have within limits a “hands off” attitude or then it is not really freedom. Evil and resulting suffering is not some grand scheme by God

Some may accuse God of allowing suffering by creating in the first place. Being a father, I can relate. Kate, you could accuse me of allowing you to suffer by bringing you into this world with your Mom. Should I have just not had you?  I longed to be a father since a teenage boy. I understood bringing children in this world, that they would experience suffering. No child ever born has ever escaped some kind of suffering at some point in life. I just felt the relationship was worth the risk. I would argue God apparently thought the risk for intimacy was worth it as well. God surely knew by creating human beings with total freedom, suffering could result. Now, the analogy breaks down because God can prevent suffering better than I can as a human father. But, if God should stop suffering, to my way of thinking it would not be acceptable that He prevents some suffering but not all suffering. Suffering is suffering. But, then there would be no freedom. 

Suffering seems to fall into three categories – self-inflicted, inflicted by others, and sufferings resulting from natural as opposed to personal evil. The first two types of suffering can be more easily explained because of the freedom principle. In a free world one is free to murder, drink and drive, physically or sexually abuse a child, cheat, steal, lie, or commit adultery. Because of such freedom, the innocent often will suffer at the hands of the guilty. Parents abuse their children, dictators killed if opposed, and countries don’t share their wealth though others are starving. When we rebel against God’s ways, all hell breaks loose. Rebellion against God set in motion the deterioration of human nature. Less you judge Adam and Eve for starting such a vicious cycle, would you have acted any differently? Our daily decisions suggest otherwise. The amount of suffering in our world is directly related to the number of evil choices. Is God to blame because He honors our choices? God warned from the beginning (i.e. Ten Commandments) to not let our misguided desires fool us. 

But, how do we explain suffering resulting from natural as opposed to personal evil. It seems to me it is more difficult to explain human tragedies such as plane crashes where families lose their loved ones. There isn’t always an evildoer intentionally causing the plane to crash like 9-11. Why doesn’t God somehow miraculous put a plane on His shoulders and set safely on the ground? Why doesn’t God always intervene miraculously? There are no perfect answers to these questions, but I think God has responded to this third kind of suffering though we may not like His answer. 

God may not interfere enough to one’s liking here on earth, but He has provided the ultimate solution – eternal life after death with Him where there is no suffering. In the meantime in a free world, all kinds of suffering are here to stay. We must leave the wisdom of when to intervene miraculously up to God. God’s response to Job’s cry seems to be “why don’t you try your hand at running a world where the Creator allows freedom.” Job teaches us not to assume God doesn’t care or isn’t present just because He doesn’t always interfere when the world isn’t fair. God is present despite lack of miraculous intervention. God has not abandoned us. Too, God certainly has a right to complain of an unfair world. His Son was perfect and was killed for telling the truth. Jesus was the Son of God!

In summary, suffering must exist if you insist on freedom. We can understand why God risked creating us. Intimacy! Much of suffering is caused by misguided freedom. Remember though, if God rid of everyone immediately who has ever caused pain by selfishness, lying, gossiping or harmful remarks, no one would be left. Who of us has lived up to their own standards, much less God’s? We demand instant justice for all accept ourselves. God did not opt out of suffering Himself. We will not always know why God does or doesn’t interfere. We must ultimately accept as Job that God is more capable of running the universe than us and is able to better balance freedom and other factors. God’s ways may not always be our ways, thankfully. Suffering must exist if you insist on God not controlling. 

Does God really care? Then, why would God even create us in the first place? Why would God bother to give us freedom, knowing we could reject Him? Why would God not just annihilate us the first time we had an evil thought? Evil thoughts surely detest a God who cannot even entertain such thoughts. Why would God allow His Son to be born and then mock, tortured, and crucified for a crime He was innocent of? I believe God has proven Himself. God feels our pain; God will see us through our pain better than anyone if we will allow Him. Can we run a free universe better than God can? We can choose to use our suffering to influence others. Will we leave this earth a better place then when we came?  Will we attempt to do all the good we can, by all the means we can, in all the ways we can, in all the places we can, at all the times we can, to all the people we can, in all our circumstances?

Email Sent 7-21-07
The Only Advise You Need To Read On Having A Good Marriage

Alison and Kate: I know you aren't getting married anytime soon, but I read something today and just had to share with you. I believe all you need to know about how to have a successful marriage can be said in two brief principles. Just think...you don't have to get your man to read a book. Love and marriage really is simply, just hard to do. Marry one who is committed to these two simply truths. 

1. Happily married couples behave like good friends

 

Marriage is all about the golden rule. Jesus suggested life is simply - love God because He is all about loving others; love others as yourself.  Having a deep, close, relationship with God is absolutely critical to be empowered to carry this out. Also, I worry about men being designated as leaders of the family. God warned us because of sin, men would tend to rule and women to look to man than God (Genesis 3:16). I believe the best model for success in marriage is serving one another with mutual love and respect. 

Good marriages are characterized by respect, affection, and empathy. They pay close attention to what’s happening in each other’s life and they feel emotionally connected. Spouses in happy, stable marriages made five positive remarks for every one negative remark when they were discussing conflict. In contrast, couples headed for divorce offered less than one positive remark for every single negative remark.

2. Happily married couples handle their conflicts in gentle, positive ways

Conflict is inevitable in any marriage. Some problems never get solved; they never go away. But don’t get gridlocked into separate positions. Instead, keep talking with each other about conflicts. Listen respectfully to your spouses’ perspectives and find solutions that work for both sides. Have certain rules or boundaries that when things become heated, stop and try to discuss another time. Mutually submitting to each other wishes seems to work best.

Why I Believe Television And Movies Are Risky For The Soul – Confession Of A Parent

Mom and I let you watch shows and go to movies, as you got older, that we disagree with vehemently regarding the morals and worldview suggested, thus the necessity of this letter. One’s beliefs come out in their craft, whether they acknowledge it or not. And beliefs about our Creator’s design for individual and community well-being are varied. It seems irresponsible to sometimes not portray consequences of certain actions as well, but the entertainment world is often only interested in entertaining and making money and not reality. Moral absolutes are essential. Without moral absolutes, one is free to do what feels right without any consideration how their actions may impact others. Without absolutes, there can be no agreement how leaders should govern, how families should act toward one another. 

Regardless if people acknowledge the necessity of absolutes where two or more or gather, this is the way they live their lives. Hardly a day goes by one doesn’t think another person did something unfair. Such a thought is inconsistent if there are no rights or wrongs. It is wrong to yell fire in a movie theater when people are in no such danger. It is wrong for a father to discipline his child any way he sees fit. It is wrong for young people to bully or make fun of a classmate. It is wrong for a teacher to think they can demand respect without acting respectful. Don’t believe for a minute the creators of movies and television shows don’t have a worldview that influences the shows they create and produce.   

I have a confession. I watch television shows and movies that I do not agree with much or most of the content. I draw the line with some shows but not a lot of shows. I rationalize that as long as I am not influenced by their immoral message or their worldview, I can enjoy what is right or at least entertaining about the show. I have known for some time now that because I do not draw the line at watching these shows, I could not ask you to draw the line. I am convinced if I drew the line, you would do so more often out of respect for the relationship. I believe I am not as easily trapped into being influenced by certain worldviews that contract God’s views. Perhaps I am naive. But, I worry you are more easily influenced because you are younger. I am a stronger Christian now than when young because the longer you know God the greater the intimacy and understanding of His wisdom. I cannot be as easily influenced or fooled, though my capacity to sin is the same.  

The challenges are different for this generation than when I was younger. When I was growing up, there were shows I watched such as Flipper, Leave It To Beaver, and Father Knows Best which was my favorite. These shows are very much unlike television and movies today. From what I remember, my mom and dad didn’t have to worry the people would do certain behaviors in the shows without reprimand. Bud lying to his Dad in Father Knows Best was not ignored, laughed at, or approved. The Cosby show is very similar. Many shows would have you to believe sexual relationships are okay as long as two people love one another at that moment. How many TV shows show the consequences of such decisions just as unwanted pregnancies, abortions, marrying earlier than planned, sexual diseases contacted. How many shows are based on reality? 

You know TV influences you wrongly when you begin to believe the worldview portrayed by the shows that contradict the Creator’s perspective. I can assure you the creators of entertainment do not have your interests at heart, as does our God.  Most creators of shows you watch don’t have the same moral absolutes as God does and it shows in the material they produce. I do not think you have been overly influenced yet, or I would prevent you watching certain shows. I will continue the same approach as long as I believe you know and understand right from wrong. Sometimes, you roll your eyes when I make certain moral statements, but I am not sure if that is because of the presentation or because of what I am actually saying. I can be a little preachy! Also, know what I have said about entertainment above is just as applicable to the music we listen to. Please, be careful! And may I suggest when you are parents to hold out against “junk” television, movies, and music as long as possible. The younger we are the more easily influenced we can be. 

Why I Believe It is Important to Dare To Dream – A Letter To My Children

Dreaming might not be for all, though if one wishes to reach a certain destination, there must be some proactiveness. I am convinced most will look back on their life someday and wonder if they made a difference. I encourage all early in life than later to consider “what do I believe, therefore how then should I live?” I have not always dreamed. One way I know I have not always considered the importance of dreaming is because I have not encouraged my children to dream. I have challenged them in many ways, but I cannot remember the last time I urged them to “dream big.” I have pushed them beyond their wildest imaginations on character matters, such as setting up boundaries to avoid certain temptations; I don’t want them to make the same mistakes I did. But, we all need to be challenged to dream as well. Certainly, dreams have to be realistic. I dream of being able to play the trumpet in front of thousands, but certain passions just are not in sync with our natural abilities. Be careful though. Just because you cannot imagine it not happening doesn’t mean you shouldn’t dream, plan, and pursue as if it can come true. 

I dare you to dream. I will start. I have always wanted to have my writings published. I have spent over thirty years contemplating and writing about what I believe to be certain characterizations of God. I am desperate for others to know God the way I know Him, for others to experience the intimacy I feel with Him in the mornings and throughout my day. I dream one day to reach a larger audience who read my writings so they might ponder their relationship with their Creator. I believe I have a different perspective on God than what many have heard. I have written a book title God May Not Be Your Problem – Images of God That Cause Unbelief or Despair. I have been stuck that I have to put my book on the printed page. I dare to dream instead that I get my writings on the World Wide Web in the form of a personal website, which can have a much larger audience and allow continual updates. 

Do you dream to become a professional athlete? Do you dream of having a larger audience to influence for good? Do you dream of being married one day and have a relationship pleasing to yourself and influential upon others? I dare you to dream.  If we don’t dream, then sometimes we have no direction in what endeavors to pursue. If we don’t dream, we may rob ourselves of a sense of accomplishment when we reach certain heights. It seems our dreams are less likely to come true if we don’t dream. The fact that our dreams may not come true doesn’t mean we have failed. Any successful person will tell you that their road to success has been paved by many failures. They had to courage to try, and fail along the way, which ended up leading to fulfilled dreams. 

It is all right if our dreams are shaped and changed along the way as we encounter new opportunities or even obstacles. We mustn’t let obstacles stop us in the beginning. We should try to go around or through obstacles if we are convinced our passions will lead to accomplishing important things with God’s help. You never know until you try. Sometimes the journey is as important or more important than the destiny. If no one ever reads what I have written about my relationship with God, I am all the better. I wouldn’t trade anything for the times I have had thinking and conversing with God. I am a better husband, father, and person for those times. 

What dreams should we pursue? It is wise to dream with the big picture in mind. Obviously, we all die one day. Most will look back at their time here on earth and hope they have been less selfish than more selfish, more focused on relationships than possessions. It seems wise to force oneself to ponder earlier than later in life questions such as “why am I here on earth” or “how can I look back on my life with few regrets.” I am convinced God created humans for relational reasons. Not only does God desire a personal relationship with us, He desires we enjoy one another. God is consumed with loving others and encourages us to be the same. In a fallen world this is not without pain. God sacrificed His Son to inspire us. Once you establish a focus in life, you will have dreams in life you wish to accomplish. Don’t waste your life. Don’t look back on life full of regrets. Determine your main purpose in life and pursue your dreams. 
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