God And Salvation – God Is Not A Bigot Or Partial
 

God does not play favorites. Not even the Israelites in the Old Testament were God's favorites. They were a chosen vessel through which God could bless all nations. "I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all people on earth will be blessed though you." (Gen 12:3) A nation had to be chosen by God through which the Messiah could be sent to save the world from themselves. God is inclusive not exclusive. Calvin and other theologians have suggested the Bible teaches God elects only certain individuals for eternal life. This requires us to believe God foreordains many millions of humans to eternal damnation without any choice in the matter. It is suggested God is not unjust because all people are depraved and would not choose God without God's interference. One can see inherent moral dangers to suggest God is such a Parent. We would accuse earthly parents of immorality if they showed similar favoritism toward their children.
 

There is not a quota on God’s grace. I believe selective election by God is indefensible exegetically and morally. The Bible is abundantly clear that God’s grace is universal. Salvation is a gift from God available to all through faith. The most familiar verse in the Bible is only one of hundreds that speak of all peoples' freedom to choose or reject a relationship with our Creator. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16)  Only a few select passages at first reading seemingly contradict this, but a careful study of these passages will reveal God elected Christ to save the world and not that God elected only certain individuals. Our God extends His grace to all. 
 

Salvation is a gift from God available to all through faith. Ephesians 1 and Romans 9 may be the most cited biblical chapters to suggest God preordains certain individuals to salvation, thus excluding others. I have addressed those chapters and their context in detail in another book.  I will discuss Ephesians 1 briefly below. In this passage at first sight it may seem God predetermines certain individuals for salvation, thus excluding others. As we will see, the chosen are those who choose God’s gift of salvation. Those who chose faith through Christ will be saved (I Cor 2:7). God elected Christ to save the world.
 

There are thousands of biblical passages that cannot be understood in any other way than that God’s grace is universal. The New Testament is very clear that Jesus came to save all. Matthew 5:6 says: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  Matthew 10:32-33 says: "Whoever publically acknowledges me I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever publically disowns me I will disown before my Father in heaven.”  God will accept whoever acknowledges Christ. Freedom rings throughout every book of the Bible. For instance, it is obvious when reading through the Gospel of John that God’s grace is available to all who choose. In one of the most well know verses of the Bible (John 3:16), Christ said to Nicodemus (3:14-18):

 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.
Christ said to the Samaritan woman at the well (4:13-14):

Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink the water I give will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
Christ said in response to those Jews persecuting him (5:24):

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
Christ said in response to the disbelieving Jews (8:24, 51):

I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins…Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.
Christ said to Martha (11:25-26):

I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?
Christ said to Philip and Andrew (12:25-26):

Those who love their life will lose it, while those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
Christ said to the crowd (12:36, 46):

Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become children of light. When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them…I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.
Jesus clearly spoke as if all may believe in Him for eternal life. Christ offered Himself to all conditioned only on they would believe. The message of the Gospel of John is similar to the rest of the New Testament's teachings.  I John 4:14-15 says:  “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.” Titus 2: 11 says:  “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.” Finally, I Timothy 2: 3-6, which perhaps is the most cited biblical passage to explain Jesus came to save all who desire to be saved, is clear regarding the motive of God and the actions of Jesus. 

This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and human beings, Christ Jesus himself human, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time.

It is abundantly clear that God’s grace is available to all. God has not set a quota. This view of salvation and the Scripture’s defense of human freedom does more justice to Bible as a whole. Salvation is a choice one makes. God will never force Himself on another to love Him.  Salvation is a gift from God available to all through faith in Christ. We must defend that we have a choice over our destiny, then to suggest that we are held responsible but unable to choose. God’s grace is not limited to a select few – the elect – at the exclusion of others. Our God extends His grace to us all. Some have argued that if salvation is conditioned upon one’s belief, then salvation is by works. Salvation is conditioned upon one’s faith in Christ (Lk. 7:50; Acts 16:31; Matt. 9:2; Rom. 4:24; 10:9). Faith as a condition does not declare faith as a work (Rom. 3:27; 4:16). Faith rather than the condition of grace is the response to grace God calls for. Receiving grace is a neutral work. Man is free to choose or resist God’s grace.   

 

Ephesians 1 is believed to suggest God preordains certain individuals to salvation, thus excluding others. When first reading these passages it may seem God predetermines individuals to salvation, thus excluding others. But, we will see the chosen are those who choose God’s gift of salvation. God elected Christ to save the world if they will have Him. The gospel has been God’s plan from the beginning. Those who chose faith through Christ will be saved. (I Cor 2:7) Ephesians 1:3-14 says: 
 

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- 6to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment--to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth through Christ. 11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.
Verse 4 says God chose believers before they believed (i.e. before the creation of the world). Yet, one can see in verse 5 God’s predestination act is that of choosing Christ to serve as the Savior of those who would accept His death for their own because of sin. God predestinates those who choose to believe in Christ. Similarly, Romans 8:29 says those God foreknew were those conforming to the likeness of His son.  In verse Eph 1:11 Paul repeats again we are chosen through Christ. On what basis is one chosen through Christ?  “When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.”(v 13) I Peter 1:18-21 confirms the object of God’s election is Christ to save all those who believe: 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.   

Certain people heard the gospel and did not believe. It is not suggested that such people do not believe because they were not predestined to believe. All that we are told is that God foreordains those who believe in Jesus to become holy and to be His children. Ephesians 1:13 ("when you believe") suggest one’s belief in Christ is a present reality, not something that has been reached in eternity past. Yet, the emphasis in Romans 8:28-30 and Romans 9-11  is not on human freedom, but God’s sovereignty as evidenced by His mercy toward those who cannot achieve their own salvation. When sin entered and destroyed the world, God elected to save through Christ any that would believe. Rice’s comment is a fair summary based on what we understand about God’s nature.   

The plan of salvation thus represents an aspect of God’s original, comprehensive preparation for human life. God formulated this plan in view of the possibility of sin. He implemented it in response to the actuality of sin. The original formulation of the plan from “the foundation of the world” (I Peter 1:20) does not necessarily imply that the intrusion of sin in human affairs was a foregone conclusion. It only means that God had perfectly prepared for every possible development, including this most unfortunate one. (Richard Rice, God’s Foreknowledge and Man’s Free Will, 64)
Salvation is a gift from God and cannot be earned, but it must be received. When there is debate concerning the meaning of the biblical text and God’s character, we should err on the side of the interpretation that portrays God as more relational and rational to the human senses. The Calvinistic position logically leads us to believe that God exercises His mercy and grace arbitrarily when it comes to salvation. We as Christians would admonish one another in Christ, on the grounds of scriptural teaching, if mercy was exercised in such an arbitrary fashion. This being the case, how much more urgent it is not to suggest such action by God. I believe a theology, which teaches that God loves and desires to save all sinners, is the most biblical one.  The interpretation which declares that God chooses beforehand those who are to believe in Jesus Christ, thus passing over the rest of humankind, must be rejected. It is unbiblical to suggest that God’s grace is limited as opposed to universal. Salvation is a gift from God available to all through faith in Christ. Our God extends His grace to us all, though we are all undeserving. Only God is capable of such profound love. To Him we owe our lives.  
