Does One’s View Of God’s Role In Suffering Prepare Them For A Crisis?
Preparing ahead of time can be the best preparation for future challenges such as a career, marriage, or even a crisis. Most will experience a crisis at some point in life; all of us will face death some day. How does one prepare in the event they suffer the death of a child or hear they have life-threatening cancer? One’s faith obviously can play a fatal role during difficult times. Some can only hope one day they are united with their loved ones. Christians have the assurance they will join God in heaven and see their love ones, to become physically whole again or perhaps for the first time. Funerals don’t have to be utter hopelessness.

But, regardless of faith, what one believes about God’s role in suffering can determines whether they push God away or accept His help during the crisis. Who doesn’t think of God as being able to control all things, so why doesn’t He control our suffering? An Open view of God, as opposed to the more traditional view of God, can make suffering more understandable. An Open view is slow to suggest God has a role in tragedy. God did not create evil or suffering. Tragedy is a product of freedom given by God, not something that God is always scheming to teach us a lesson. God originally created a perfect world - human choices destroyed this perfection and continue to do so daily. 

Evil was not created; evil stemmed from misguided desires. Evil and suffering must exist if one insists on freedom. Much of suffering is inflicted on others by evildoers, directly or indirectly, thus a by-product of freedom. C.S. Lewis suggested that wars, crimes, and injustices - evils that come about through bad choices made by cruel and lawless people - account for at least 80 percent of mankind's suffering. God is a tremendous respecter of freedom. Many things that happen are not God’s will but instead the will of people. It may bring comfort to think or believe God is always controlling as opposed to being in control, but such a theology is at too high a cost to God’s character. Do we want to suggest God foreordained the Holocaust or acts of sexual abuse? God cannot offer free choice and then compel one choice over another. Forced love is neither genuine nor most desirable. Not even God can force a human being to love Him. 

Christians should not be surprised at suffering. “In fact, everyone you wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Tim 3:12) The reason is others live for evil human desires and heap abuse on others. Why evil and suffering happen if God is in control is not that mysterious. The biblical writers didn’t attempt to explain evil. They understood we live in a world with people intent to live out their own selfish desires and not the will of God. Suffering is inevitable in a free world. God may not be your problem in a crisis. God values freedom and by nature is forgiving and merciful to allow for change. God is always anxious to bring good from our suffering, as He did Jesus’ suffering. Frankly, if God destroyed us at the first sign of evil or disobedience according to His standards, none of us would be alive. Not all evil is the same, but freedom explains its presence and one reason God restrains Himself is His hope for change. Asking God to control all our circumstances is to ask God to negate or manipulate freedom.
Suffering as the result of the evil intentions of others may be easier to understand. But, all of suffering doesn’t always have a visible, direct evil cause. Where is God in these sufferings? The truth of the matter is that suffering may be the only megaphone that can reach people about what really matters in life. Miracles only turned heads but not hearts. God doesn’t cause suffering, but should He always interfere? Sometimes, the only way to get people to notice God and the deeper things in life is through their own suffering. We learn nothing when God makes us rich; we just fall in love with being rich which obvious doesn’t buy happiness. Often, our suffering in a way that surpasses all human understanding is the only way we can get others to see what an awesome God we have. It may take a funeral for others to see the hope that is within us. For those who already know God, suffering often builds even greater character and changes in us though I wish it weren’t so. Jesus came as a suffering servant not a ruling King. The suffering of Jesus is what really changed the world for good. Why, God? isn’t as complicated as we think if we understand God's perspective to change individuals and the world through their own volition.  
