September 2009 Alison, Kate, William – Still My Heroes!

I had written an article with a similar title back in 2002. This was when you were the ages of 16, 13, and 10. You were in the midst or beginning the so called horrible teenage years. Many say a parent can’t have a relationship with their teenager until they are grown and come back and express appreciation in hindsight for the wisdom their parents had. Thank God you didn’t buy into that myth. As I have told you, the teenage years were in some ways more enjoyable for me as a Dad. 
Sure you had your own opinions and quite different from mine sometimes, but you never chose to rebel in major moral ways. I thank you for that. I enjoyed the teenager years because you were more mature and could be related to on almost an adult level. You had begun to have some life experiences as you got older that taught some valuable lessons. Just because of your age it was becoming more of an equal relationship. 

As I reflect on these past 7 years since I wrote that first article in 2002, my attitude toward you has not change one iota. My attitude is you are still such a joy to be with. As I said years ago, I still have the same feelings when with you in public. I just want to shout “I am the Dad.” I want the whole world to know you are my children. My dreams have come true. I had hoped that when you were grown that I could consider you a dear friend and that has come about.  

I am so very proud of the young adults you have become. You have a respect for your Mom that is so very important to me. I think she has earned it but you have cooperated. You certainly have strong opinions about certain matters but you are respectful when expressing them. You all have applied yourself and have good minds. None of us are perfect and all our friends are not perfect, but you have chosen wisely those you consider close friends. That is one reason we never had “peer” confrontations that many families have. 
I love how you all treat young children. Children sometimes are our most vulnerable people. All three of you have a way with children that I appreciate. You all have a worldview that I respect. All of us are in different places in our relationship with our Creator, but I am thankful you three have not chosen to rebel against God. I hope you will continue to pursue your relationship with God. Once you know Him the way I do, you will not be disappointed. You just will not meet One more fair, kind, merciful, and loving than our God. He will never disappoint. 

I heard a saying from a preacher that “unexpressed gratitude equals ingratitude.” I just had to write this letter. I didn’t want something to happen to me, as we never know we will see tomorrow, without expressing to you just how grateful I am for you three being in my life. I know you had no choice in the beginning, but you had choices as you got older and you just have not disappointed. I have enjoyed every bit of our 23, 20, and 17 years together. Okay, the infant stage where you didn’t sleep and would project certain foods out of your mouth were not always great. No big deal. You three have grown into mature young, adults that only come true in dreams. Thank you for being who you are!
Love…Dad

